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PREFACE, 



IT will probablf feem (Irange, that Clergyracii 
iliould meddle with a controverfy, which has 
hitherto been conlidered as altogether political. But 
the Reader's furprife, in this refpedt, will probablr 
ceafe, if he gives Ijimfelf the trouble to read thefc 
Letters. He will then fee, that the American con- 
troverfy is ctofely connected with Chiiftianity in ge* 
neral, and with Proteftantifm in particular^ and thar, 
of confequencc, it is of a religious, as well as of a 
civil nature. 

Is it not granted on all fides, that the gofpel leads 
to the practice of ftrid morality ? Is it not an impor* 
tant branch of all fuch morality ** to honour and 
obey the king;" — to extend that honour and obedi- 
ence (in a scriptural and conftitutional manner), to 
** ail that are put in authority under him,-**to Tub* 
mit ourfelves to all our governors j — to order our* 
felves lowly and reverently to all our betters ;— rto 
hurt no' body by word or deed;— and to be true and 
juft in all our dealings;'* giving every one his due, 
** tribute to whom tribute is due, and cuftom to whom 
cuftom ?'* Dj we not leach this dodlrine to our 
Children, when we inftruct them in the firft princi- 
ples of Chrillianity ? If divinity, therefore, can caft 
light upon the quellion, which divides Great Britain 
and her colonies; is it impertinent in divines to hold 
out the light of their fcience, and peaceably to ufe 
what the Apoflk calls ** the word of the fpirit;** that 
the material rword,iinjullly drawn, by thofe who are 
in the wrong, may be flieathed; and that a fpeedy 
end may be put to the effufion of Chriftian blood? 

B Another 
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Another reafon influences the author to write wpoR 
the queftion which is now fo warmly agitated in Eng- 
land, — fo dreadfully debated in America. Many of 
the colonifts are as pious as they are brave : and 
whilft their undaunted fortitude makes them fcorn to 
bow under an hoftilc arm, which iVioots tl^ deadly 
lightning of war ; ^heir humble piety may difpole 
them (or fome of them) to regard a friendly hand, 
which holds out an olive branch, a bible, and the 
articles of religion drawn by their favourite Reformer. 
Had more care been taken to iti form their judgment, 
and to work upon thtir confcience, by addreffing 
them, not only as fubjedts, but as free men, brethren, 
and proteflanis, it is probable that numbers of them, 
would never have foltrongly embraced the unfcriptu- 
ral principles, which now influence their conduct. 

Should ft be faid, that it is too late now, to ufe 
fpiritual weapons with the colonifts : T reply, that 
this objc€tion feears too hard upon their candour : it 
can never be too late to hold out plain fcripture, and 
folid arguments, to judicious Froteftants. It is only 
to Papifts ftrongly prejudiced, or to thofe who relapfe 
jntoPcpifli obllinacy, that the liglit of GodV word, 
and of found reafon, can come too late. Befides, the 
nliftakes which have armed the pr^ovincials againft 
Gr^at Britain, begin to work in the breaftsof many 
good men among us ; writnefs the princrples o^ Ameri^ 
canus : now, therefore is the time to keep thefe well- 
nleaning men from going to the fame extremes, to 
which the colonifts aie gone : now is the time to pre- 
vent others, whofe judgment i^ yet cool and fober, 
from drinking in errors, by which fuch numbers are 
intoxicated 
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LETTER I. 

The Doftrlne of Taxation, maintained by the Author 
of the Calm Addrefsi is rational, fcriptural, and 
conditutional. 
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The Doflrine of Amerieanus is highly unconftitu- 
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Obfer.vations on the Origin of Power, — on the high 
republican Spirit * — on the political Enihufiafm of 
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that Enihufiafm — on the Tyranny which attended- 
it — on Slavery — and on the peculiar Liberty of the 
Subjcfls of Great Britain ; — the Aulhoi*s Wiflies^ 
with refpeft to a fpeedy Reconciliation with the 
Colonifts : — the happy confequences of fuch a Re- 
conciliation. 

* This was the grand engine whereby Cromwell overturned 
both the Church and State. 
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FIRST LETTER. 



Re^. Sir, •'• 

THANKFUL for the religious and civil liberty 
which I enjoy as a fubjc6t of Grekt Britain ; — 
perfuaded, that many warm, well meaning men mif- 
take an unreafonable oppofition to the King, and the 
Minifter, for true patrioiifm^ — fenfibleof the fad con-' 
fequences of national mifunderftanding!; — afdemly 
wiihing, that aM things may be To ordered and.fettted^ 
upon the beft and fureft foundations (which, if I mif- 
take not, arereafon, fcripiure, and our excellent con- 
ftitution) that peace and harmony may for all genera- 
tions be eftablilhed between Great Britamand her flou- 
rjihing Colonies; — and defiious to infpire you. Sir, 
and my diffatisfted, difienting brethren^ with theianrre 
loyal fentiments, I take the pen to expoftulate^ witfr 
you about the fyftem of politics, which you rec6m^ 
mend to the public in your ** Letter to the Rf^. Mi", 
Weftey, occ a/toned by bis Culm Addrefi to tbt A^erU 
can Colonies.^* . ;;:i - 

It is at this time peculiarly needful to throw light- 
upon the queftion debated between Mr. Weftey and 
you ; for it' you are in the right, the fovereigii is a 
tyrant, taxing the Colonifts is robbery, and ei>ibi*cing 
fuch taxation by ihe fword is murder. :Wc cantfoc 
hold up the hands of our foldiers by prayer, without 
committing fm : nor can they fight with Chriftian 
courage, which is infeparable from a good cpnfcience'^ 
if they fufpedl that they are fent to rob good men of 
iheir properties, liberties, and lives. . 

B 3 Mr. 
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live in a manner which maj anfwer to the importance 
and dignity of his buiinefs. Hepce it follows, that 
he is not only as much entitled to a rojal fuftenance 
from his fubjeds, as a fchoolmader is entitled to a 
fchoolmafter's maintenance from his fcholars; or a 
minifter to a paftoral fuppJy from his flock j but that 
his right is (6 much the more confpicuous, as his 
rank is higher than theirs. Now, this royal fufte- 
nance chiefly arifcs from cuflom and taxes. Hence it 
is «videBt, that to deny proper taxes to the fovereigir 
who protects and defends us, is, at leaft, as grofs an 
aA of injuftice, as to reap the benefit of a lawyer^s 
ftudy, a phyfician's attendance^ a nurfe's care, and 
a mailer's inflrudlions; and then to cheat them of the 
emolument which fuch fludy, attendance, care 
and inftr.udioRs reafonably entitle them to. This is 
not ail : 

. In a great empire, where the fovereign ufcs nu- 
mcrous oiHcers to keep the peace and adminifler juf. 
tice, there is abfolute need of a great revenue; for 
th6 maintenance of thofe oflicers and the coiieding of 
this revenue, is the employment of many nrore. If 
tbeftate is in danger,, from external or internal foes • 
a fuificient force, in conftant readinefs, is abfolutely 
neceflary to fupprefs feditions, quell rebellions, ob- 
tain reftitutions, prevent invafions, and hinder en- 
croachments. Hence, the need of a navy, an army, 
a militia. Hence, the need of fea-ports, docks, for- 
tihcations,. garrifons, convoys, fleets of obfervation 
minifters at foreign courts, arms, artillery, ammuni- 
tion, magazines, and warlike flores without end; — - 
hence, in fliort, prodigious expenccs. Now, as alt 
ihefe expences are incurred tor the prote6lion, and 
dignity of the whole empire, do not reafon and con- 
fcience didtate : — (i.) Thai all thofe who fliare in 
the protection and dignity of the empire fliould con- 
tribute in due pioporiion towatds defraying the na- 
tional expence; — (2.) That of confequence the fu- 
prerae power has an indubitable right of laying mo- 
derate taxes upon the fubje^s, for any end bene- 
ficial to the whole empire :— (3 )* That fubjefts 
have abfolutely no right to complain- of taxation, 

unlcfs 
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piratical manner, and whofe property has been felo- 
nioudy deftroyed, when they quietly tradeii under 
the fanflion of Englilli laws, and the proteflion of the 
Britilli flag; trolling to the faith ol Chriftian?; de- 
pending on proieftani ufage in the harbour of a pro- 
teftant city 1 eipefling brotherly bve, oratleafici 
mon honefty, from the fons of pious Engliilimen |i J 
little thinking — but enough of this biaek fcenei'J 
may it be palliated by a fpeedy reftiluiion, and a lad- 
ing repentance! 

Xhope, 
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unlefs they are taxed exorhitanily, and without doe 
proportion: — (4.) That if Colonies of AibjeSs, fet- 
tled hy a grant Irom the fovereign within the limits of 
the empire, have been fpared in their Hate of infancy, 
either 10 encourage their growth, or becaufe the re- 
venue which might have arifen from taxing them at 
firll, would baldly have defrayed the expeoce of rai- 
ling taiesj it by no means follows, that, when fuch 
Colonies have gathered ftrength, and are as well able 
to hear a fiiare in the national burden, as the mother 
country, they fhould dill be eicufed:— And lailly,. 
that to fay, •' you lliall not tax me without my con- 
fent," is as improper a fpeech from a fuhjeft to his 
fovereign, as to hy, " you fhall not proteft the em- 
pire without my confeni: if I fteal, you fhall not fend 
meto jail withoyt my confeniL if I raife a rebellion, 
you ffiall nor hang me unkfs, I give you leave : yoa 
ftiaHnot difpofe of my property without my permif- 
iion, although (by the bye) I will difpofe of the pro- 
petty of my fellow-fubjetls, not only wiihouH^e''" 
peruiillion, but alfo in full oppofilion tojour autho- 
rilyi" — an abfurd, unjuft difpofttion this, whien too, 
many of the Boftonian patriots evidenced, when they 
iroperioufly difpofed of the cargo of our Jliips, for- 
cibly threw the goods of our merchants into the fea, 
to the amount of many thoufand pounds, and fet all 
America in a flame, as foon as the fovereign infilled 
that ihe port of Bofton fliould be fliut up, till the 
perpetrators of this daring afl were delivered to juf- 
fice, or, at lead, till fuiisraflion was made to his op- 
prefTed fuhjefls, whofe lliips have been boarded i 
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I hope, Sir, that the preceding remarks, which 
■aturally flow from the principles of reafon and hu- 
manity, recommend ttiemfelves to your confciencc; 
and having thus addreiTed you as a rational creatuF^^ 
I take the liberty to addrefs you next as a Chriftiarty 
—yea, a preacher of the Golpel of Chrift. As fueh-^ 
you will not wonder at my producing a paiTage or 
two from the venerable book, which ought to be the 
rule of our conduct, fermons, and publications. Let 
e'very foul be Jubjed to the higher pvwers. For there is- 
no poiuer but of God: the potjoers that are^ are or- 
dained of God. Whofaez>er therefore [in la w fui things] 
refijleth the poiuer [which providence calls htnr) to' 
obn y] reflfletb the ordinance of God : and they that, re- 
fifiy Jhall receive to tbemfel<ves condemnation^ &c. 
Wherefore ye muji needs he fubje3 not only for tjor^tb^ 
hut aljo for confcience fake. For^ for this caufe pay 
you TRIBUTE [i. e. taxes] &c. Kevdek therefore 
to all their dues; tribute to ivhom tribute is due, 
cujlom toiuhom cujlom. Rom. xiii. i, &c. 

I need not remind you, Rev. Sir,, that our Lord 
himfelf fcrupulou0y follttwecl this doctrine; fettrng-ur 
an example that 'uoe Jhould folloiv his Jleps, For, al- 
though no Jew had a reprefentative in the Roman 
fenate, although the emperor of Rome had not half 
the right of taxing the Jews, which our proteftant* 
king has of taxing the Colonics, who are his- natu.. 
ral fubj^edts; although none of that emperor*s prede- 
ceffors had made the Jews a grant of their country;. 
— altliough, Chrill could, have infilled on being ex- 
empted,, as. the Son of God, and the King of Kings; 
•^yea, although he could have pleaded abfolute indi- 
gence as the Son of Man; yet, rather than fet a pat- 
tern, which Chriftians might have abufed in after- 
ages, he unveiled his godhead : his omnifcience 
fearched the depth of the fea: his omnipotence in- 
verted the courfe of nature: he called the animal 
creation to his affiftance, he wrought a miracle to 
pay his tax: and to whom? to a foreign power 

to 
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to an heathen -princ®, to tt bloody t/rant ;--to Tiberi- 
us, who was the third of the Caeffirs. 

Nor was our Lord's doctrine lefs loyal than his 
pradlice. His words are as ftrong as thofe of St. 
Paul. The Herodians faid to him, Mafter^ tue knoio 
that thou te ache ft the nuord oj God in truths &c. Tell 
us therefore^ ivhat thinkeft thou? Is it la'wful to gi^je 
tribute to Cefar^ or not? But Jefus perceived tkeir 
ivickednefs and f aid ^ *why tempt ye me y ye hypocrites ?^ 
Jheixj me the tribute-money . And they brought to him a 
penny. And he /aid to them^ Whofe is this image and 
Juperfcriptionf they f aid to him y Cefar^s. Thenjtndhe 
unto themy Rendsr therefore unto Cefar the things 'which 
are Cefar' s. Matt. xxii. i6, &c. 

Permit me, Sir, to <:lothe this Chiiftian doftrihe in 
language adapted to our controverfy. The Colonifb 
afkyou, Shall we pay to the King and Parliament of 
Great Britain, taxes which they have laid upon us 
without our confenti You anfwer, Shew me Come of 
your -lawful money newly coined, that I may fee who 
rules and protefls you now. They bring lo you a 
guinea, wiih a royal head on one fide, and the Britifh 
arms on the other. You fay to them, whofe is this 
image andfuperfcription? They reply, KingGeorge's; 
and they read this motto, George 111. by the grace of 
Gody King of Great Britain^ l^c. Now, Rev. Sir, 
unlefsyou will coin new money, together with a new 
gofpel, as you regard the word and authority of Je- 
fus Chrift, you are bound to anfwer the Colonifts as 
he anfwered the Herodians: and in this cafe, ihftead 
of impofing upon them the Aniinomian paradoxes of 
your letter, and throwing oy 1 upon the flame of revolt, 
you will fay, Render therefore to George III. as head 
of the legiflative, protective power of Great Britain, 
the things ivhich are his; that is, pay to him, by his 
officers, the reafonable taxes which are laid upon you; 
for in fo doing, you only give him his due. You 
owe him obedience and taxes, a^ your fupreme Go- 
vernor and Prote6tor. Hence it appears, that Mr. 
Wefley only unfolds our Lord's do^rine, when he 
fays, ** The reception of any law draws after it, by a 

chain 
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chain whfch cannot be broken, the necef&tf of M7. 
mitting taxation.'* The primary right of taxation ii. 
infeparable from the fupreme power, and, if our re- 
fpedlive par likes at home, and our Colonies abroad, 
have a right to cefs themfelvs, with refpeCt to their 
private expences-j it is only a delegated, fubordinatc 
right, which by no means exempts them from tlie 
taxes laid upon them to defray the general expence of 
the government. And therefore, to pretend thac^: 
pari£-rates, and Colony-rates, ought to fuperfedc 
taxation by thefovereign in a body political, is asab- 
furd as to affirm, that the pulfe in the human body 
ought to foperfede the vital motion, or capital beat- 
ing of the heart. 

Having expodulated with you, as with aeon fcien- 
cious man, and a minifter of the gofpeU permit 
me, Sir, toaddrefs you, thirdly, as a c$n/ijient tvriiet. 
You give Qs to underftand, that ^he a6t of paiiiament, 
by which the Colonies are taxed, is an unconftitution- 
al a6t; becaufe the colonies, as inheriting the privi- 
leges of Britons, cannot* be conftitutionaUy taxed by 
a parliament, where they are not allowed to fend rc- 
prefeniauves. But do you not in your very letter to 
Mr. W. overthrow ih« grand plea? Do you not grant 
the very truth, on which he refts his dodtrine of the 
conftitutional reafonabienefs of the taxation you re- 
prefent as tyrannical ? Undoubtedly you do . for 
confidering that many large towns as Brimingham, 
&c. fend no reprefentaiives to parliament, when the 
hill called OKI Sarum, fends tvvo^ and that myriad) 
of men, who have their fortune in realriy money, in 
goods, in trade, or in the llocks, have no right to 
vote for parliament-men, becaufe they have no free- 
hold{ when a poor man> who has a mortgaged free- 
hold on which he (larves, has a right to chufe his re- 
prefentatives: — confidering this, 1 fay, you tell Mr. 
W. '* In England — tbf people are by no means equally 
reprefented.*^ 

We thank you. Sir, for this concefilon which (by 
the bye) you could not help making. You grant ihen, 
that the conjiitution allows of unequal reprefentation • 

(ince 
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lince it allows thai fome (owns, and fonxe men. Hiall 
fenil reprefentaiivcs topailiament, when other towns 
antl other men are not permitted to fend any. Now, 
Sir, in granting this, yoii indiretlly grant, that Bof- 
(on may be conftitutionally taxed without o peculiar 
reprefentative, as well as Biriiiiiighanii and that ih 
rich merchants of Bollon inay be as legally lascd a 
the rich merchants of Birmingham, who are not ea 
tilled to a vote. Now, Sir, if the Canjiilutian allow 
-of unequal reprefentatioo; and if the taxation of my-' 
liads of men, who fend no reprefcntaiives to the lioufc".! 
of commons, is conftitutional( t a(k in the name of'! 
confiKency, whydo you reprcfeni fuch taxation m' 
unctnjtiiutianal with refpefl to the Coionills .' 

You reply: " Thisitamuknai-iUA^eiiJrfeaoftht 
em/iiutiBH."— So, Sk, youfieal for the conftiiutioij 
throws offitsitiaflt at lad! and you avowedly impeach 
the conftitution! Might you not have faid at once. 
The parliament may indeed conftitutionally tax the 
Colonids; for it taxes millions of Britons who have no 
vote for parliament-men: but the conditution h Jr- 
fedi'jti and we patriots, we friends of the conflili 
on, will avowedly find fault v;ith the cooflitui! 
till we can tind an opportunity of caftingit into a r 
mould' And what ibis mould isi which, I fear, ai 
nomianpatiLOis are getting ready at faft as they can,J 
and into which they hope to call the inflamed mind^ 
of the populace, you Sir, help Us to guefs, where yoW^ 
fay '■ It ii glaringly tnidtnt," (tajach giod friends if'* 
the coajliliithn ai the aniinatnian fairittt are) — " It is 
glaringly evident, that ibrre is mt a man in Er.gl.ind, 
ivha ii able to bail aj<el, in fjerfo deJpicahU an hovrl, 
■but mny, if he fUafes , baire a vaice in the Hifpafal nf kit 
fr»fitrty:"ihalis. in laying on or taking off taxes, otm 
(which comes to the fame) in making and reptalin 
laws. Sir, I would noiiiore encour^ige a lyrannicat*' 



monarch, and a 



iprefTiveparlia; 



than 



pa.lia. 



ment confilled of three hundred and ninety-nine little 
tyrants, woukt it not be better, up^n the whole, to be 
ruled by fbur hundred tyrants, tliantobcat Uie mercy 



a^^^m 



( i6 ) 
-Qf four hundred tboufand? If you caFmly wtigh tbis 
iqueftion, I am perfuaded, Sir, that your prejudices 
will fubfide, feconding roy loyal wifhes; remember. 
Sir, that if you are right as 4 patriot, you are wrong* 
not only as a man, andaChriftian, but alfo as a 
controvertifLj aad that, whether the conftitution is 
defeSit^e or not, and whether you can mend it or riot> 
you have granted that une^fual r^prejtntation is con- 
hitutionaU and of.<:onfQqaence that taxation of my- 
riads of Oritons in Eng|and„ ajid ions of Britons tii 
America, who fend no re;&refentative:s to parliament, 
« perfeflly agreeable to tne conftituiion, 
. Y6u ftre««Ken your cauie by quoung a French. 
^Uid an £nglifli j«d^c^ As Mr. Wefley ha§ tak«n 
particukr notite ot the(^ quotations In th^ kit 
edition of bis addiefs., I ijiall onl^ iranferibe his 
anXwer. Yau write, '' SI' the inhabitants ^ Sec.** 
ibys MonteTquif^Uy Ip eaking of the Eh^liili confficii^ 
tion« '* ought to have a right or voting at the 'ele6tio» 
of a j-epreleotattve, except fuch as are fo mean as- 
to be deemed to bav4 no tvtitof.theh' $iwt.** — Nay»» 

ianfwers Mr. W.]^ * if all have a right to vpre that 
ave a *witt. ^ftb^tr rwn^ certainly this right belongs 
to every man, woman,, .and c.hifd.in England. 

One quotation more. J^^dge Wacttftone fays, ** In 
^fre€fiaieyt<very man who is fuppofed to he 2i free* 
agent y ought in fome measure, to be his own govern- 
our: therefore one branch at leaft of the legitlaxiVe 
power fhould refide mtbe whole bo4y of the peopte ,*^.^^ 
Mr. Wefley anfwers, * But v/lio are the whoie bih- 
ffyof the people? According to him^e'very free agent. 
Then the argument proves too much; for are not 
women free-agents? Yea, and poor as wdl as ricb 
men. According to this argument, there is t\ofre€ 
fiate under the fun.' — Prom'thefe juft anfwers it fs 
evident, that yourfcbeme drives at piitting-tlie legif- 
laiive power into every body's hands that is, at 
.crov/ning king Moi^. 

To concUide: Upon the force of the preceding ar- 
guments lafk, Firft, Is not the demand ot proportiona- 
ble, moderate taxes, which the Sovereign of Great 

Britain 
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BritaJQ has upon our weakby fellow fuUje^s (it- 
tied in ihe Dritifli dominions on tlie coatincnt, 
.both rational, fcrijKural, and conftituiional? — Ra- 
lianal^ as being founded upon a reafonable, felf- 
evident right, flowing froQ> ihc nature and fitnefs 
of things, and acknowledged by every civilixed na- 
tion under heaven? — ScripiuraT^ as being fupporteii 
by the eipGcit commands of St. Paul, and Chrill 
bimfeif? — And, ConftUutiomtl, fmce tbe Conftiiution 
enjoins, that miUioas of Brkoos^ at home, who have 
no voice at ele^ons, or are reprefented by vnm 
whom they voted againft^ and tnat myriad) of Bri" 
tons nbroady whether they are freeholders or ooc 
[and fonic of theai are not only freeboiders, but 
tnembcrs of parliament alfo] ibali be all tajed witb" 
ot2t their coofeat? 

1 flatter myfcJf, Sir, tbat tWs appeal to your con- 
fcience, your bible, and your legal patriotifai, will 
fbfxen your prejudices, and prepare your niind for 
XDJ oejct lett^. In the mean time 1 earnellly rc^- 
coouuend to your thankfuT admiration, the excel- 
ience of the Britiih government, which equally 
guards our properties, liberties, and lives, againft 
the tyranny of unjuft,. arbitrary, or cruel monarchs? 
and againft the ferocitv of that Cerberus, — ^ihat Hy- 
dra — that Briareus — tfiat many-headed monfter, a 
Moh of ungrateiui, uneafy, redlefsnen, vrho <lefpife 
dominioni'^/peak e<vjl fif dignities^ — give to illiberal 
behaviour, Icurrillous bfolence, and diOoy^hy un- 
mafked, the perverted name oi fdtrictifmi — commit 
enormities vndex pretence of rcdrefling. grievances; 
and give the fignai of devaflation, wherever they 
ere£t their flandard of lawlefs liberty. Hopi^, Sir, 
that a panic fear of a virtuous King, a lawful parli- 
ament, and a confcientious minifter, wliofe crime is 
only that of niaking a conflitutional (land againfl 
the boiflerous overflowings of civil antinomianifm; 
—hoping, I fay, that fuch an abfurd fear will ne- 
ver hurry you into groundiefs difconient and ue- 
guarded publications: — intreating you to take no 
ftep which may countenance king Moby his merci- 

C 2 Icfs 
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lefs miniflrer Rapine^ and his riotous parliament fum- 
moned from the •* moft defpicable hovels j" — re* 
quelling you to exalt our divine Lawgiver, who 
niins up his law of liberty in thefe precious ftatutes. 
Render to Cefar the things lobicb are Cefar^s^ and to 
God t be things ivhicb are Gods: — Anew commandment 
I give unto you^ that you lo<ve one another as I have 
loved you i — williing you, Sir, all fpiritual fuccefs in 
the gofpel, which lavs. Submit yourfelf to every or- 
dinancis of man for toe Lord's fake : vibetber it he to 
the kingy as fupreme*^ or unto governors ^ as unto them 
tkiit arefent by him for the punishment af evildi^ 
€rs^ and far the ?ka is i of them that do well; — ar- 
dently praying; that when the governors, generals, and 
forces, going to America, fhall land there,^ our dif- 
obedient fellow fubje£ts may be found doing ovf//, i. e. 
penitently fubmitting themfelves to their fovereign, 
that the threatened puni/b»ient may be turned into de* 
ierved praifey—^m^ hegging you would take in good 

Fart the freedom of this well-meant expoftutation, 
declare that I am as much in love with liberty as 
with loyalty; and that I write an heart-felt truth 
.ivhen I fubfcribe myfclf. 

Rev, Sir^ 

Youir affedtionate Fellow-labourer in the GofpeU 
a republican by birth and education, t^nd a 
Subjeft of Great Britain by love of liberty 
and free choice. 

JoRN Fletcher. 

Madeley, 
Nov. 15, 1775. 
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SECOND L E T T E R. 



Kev. Sir^ 

1Hof£ 1 Lave proved in mr firft letter, rhat Mr. 
AV^flev's doftrine ofEDvernment.is ranonat, fcrip- 
. luraK and conP.itutiooar; and tliat a riglit of taxing 
■ftjlijefts wiib, or iviihtut their confent, is an iiifepa- 
. ralile appendaige of fupreme gov^mnieut. I iha!I dov 
aiteinpt to prove, that .youT doCltine t\ liberty, and 
taxation only \V'ith our 6v^h conrem-, b abrdtd and 
unconRitutipnal; and ih-lt, ^^^\\h you trj to break 
t^eUv^ful yoTce of civil government laid ontTie Colo- 
nifts, you dodkrlnally bmd tVe gre^tdl pdrt of the 
.EnglJm with chains of the nroft abjeft imvery , and 
fix a ridrculous charge rf rolftcry on the King and 
pariiament, for taxing "feme millioiis of Britons who 
are no more rep refented in parliament, thari the fo- 
Tttlgncrs wUo fojomu in England, or the EhgHfli who 
live Abroad. 

. Permit me lo-ftfttc' the qudlion more particnl^rly 
than r have done in my form^j letter. Mr. Wctley 
thinks, that the Cotonifts are miftaken, when tliey 
confider themfelvcs as put on a levd vtrit^ (kvcs, W- 
caufe they are taxed by a paxlramcnt ii>' whicbi tlicy 
M^no reprefeclatives of tpeir own cfiuliDg;: I fiiy, 
of their •Tt'n cAm/Jw^, becajjfe' I apnottherid that, as all 
tn.€ rrc^hoidcxs and votii^ bwrgrocs in Great Britain 
virtual?^' represent t!ie commonah^ of ^ali the Briiifli 
Emijke (except Ireiaad; whitjh berrtg a Idngdom by 
. hfclU lind no. 'finj^ih coibnjs Cotns its own npiow)', 
and haj^jts.pjjcuUar paTJiament) J and ti? fuch fw- 
/;' .. C.3 \ holders, 
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viriually reprefent all that contra oimIij, 
wtieilier it be made up of vnieri or noti-vorcrs, of 
poor men or men of property, of men at home, at 
fei, or on ihe continent : fo the Honfc of CoiniMons 
Yirtually tcprefenta all the freeholders and voting bur- 
geffei in Great Bmain; wheiher ihey voieil or not at 
ilie tail eleflion, or whether the; voted or not againll 
the lining me>iibe«. 

With an eye to this virtual repref^ntatian, which 
draws after it a paflive fubniilljon to taxation, Mr. 
W. afti ; " j#w /, and twi pirl/iani 3/ Englijbm^n," 
who have no riahi to vote lor reprefentatiye^ hi par- 
liament, " made jia'vet htenufi -uit art taxeJ •wit&aul 
Bur cojn canfent?" You reply: " Ti3,Sir, ifjiffu are 
taxed ■vailhiiulyour oivn conftnt. ytu arejtaves." You 
confrder fucb taxation as " Tlf virj quinltjfenee of 
flavtry-" you declare, that, if the Americans fub- 
(nit to it, " thiir caidiHan Jifferi ml fnin itat of tht 
vafi abjeH ftnvti in the uni'wrjt ■" and you infinuair, 
that whoever aiceiiipts to tax them oitierivirethaR hj 
[heir direft rcprefeniaiives, " ottemfti aninjurj- ivio~ 
fjtr dati il, cemiaili robbtryi bf itrtmii down tbt £f-~ 
tinSiott telvxtn lihriy and Jlayiry. Taxalioit and rt~ 
frtfentatian (you mean dVrciSreprerentaiion) arttoe-vat 
•uiiib, and effenlwltothUcanJtiiuiiiiB." But when you 
puNiih fuch alTei lions, which juflify the armed Colc- 
njfts and reprefeni thejnajoriiy in parliament as a gang 
of robbers, does not an enihuriaftie warmh for lawlefi 
Lberty carry you beyond the hound of calm reSeflt-- 
OA ? And are you awiire of the ftab which you give 
ihecorftiiulion; and of the infult which 70U offer, 
not only to your fnperiors, butalfoio tiiillions ofyeur 
worthy countrymen, whom you ablurdly (tigmalizc 
as ComeQt'lheWjfiaijtS/Iavrsin ibeuniiJir/eP" 

I'robahiy nnt one in tive of our hu(b.-indmen, failors, 
foldien, ificcIinnicSiday Inbourtrs, and hired lervaols, 
ate frKtholdeis or voting burgelTes. And muft four 
out of five, in ihefe nudierous cUfles of free-born 
Englillimen. wear the badge of the ■lay' ahjeff Jlmitry , 
In compliatice with your chimerical notions of liberty? 
Wc Meant allowed 10 voiefo long as we are minors; 
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and miiftalfo all our blooming young men, frnm f<»en- 
teen year* of age to twenty-otie, be confiiiered as 
" moji abjea fiaves ?■' You may fay, indeed, ihai 
they are teprefenied by ihfir parents or guardians : 
but what, if thefe guardians or ptcents have no vote 
theinfelves } Befides, if minors can be ibui repre- 
fenicd, why ffioold not our Colonies be reprefcnied 
ill the fame manner by the Morher-Coanity, which 
has fo tenderly nurfed, and (a carefully proiefteii 
them from rhetr infancy ? — To rerurn : If the wives 
of freeholders are fuppofed lo vote by their hofbands, 
what muH we fay of thofe who hare buried their huf- 
bindsp Have all widows buried their liberty with the 

fanners of their bed? — A freeholder has feven children, 
e leaves his freehold to his eldeft fon; and becaofe be 
cannot leave a freehold lo all, will you reproach him 
as the father of ll« abjeft (laves ? — Another freeholder, 
to pay his debts, is obliged to fell his freehold, and of 
coiifi^t|uence his right of irxing himfelf. Does he fell 
his liberty with his freebold, and " invs/ve himfelf in 
ttbfoluitfiiwiiy?~'Vht geneia) deflion comes nn^.a 
young geatlemaB wants a few months i-i the age 
which ilie law requires in a voter,- and of cnnfe- 
quence he cannot yet chufe his own reprefentaiive ; 
niuft he continue ay7ow till the next eieflion ?— A 
knight, difapproved of by uioft voters in ilie country, 
offers to repFefenl theiB ; they try in vain to get 
fome oiher geinleman lo opp«fe him ; and ibe candi- 
date whom they tacitly objetl 10, Ills in the hnufe 
chiefly for want of a conipetiior. Is their liberty at 
all aBcSed by this kind of involmitary iepreli:ntaijon, 
which drawsaftei it a kind of involuntary taxation ? — 
At the next eleAion, perhaps, the oppolition runs 
tigh between federal candidates ; one has. [1 fuppofe] 
2cioovotesi another, 19001 and a third, 1700. The 
firii is eleded: two iboulaiid freeholders ar« taxed by 
areprefentativeof their own chuling, and j6oo voick 
go home difappointed of their choree; and having the 
mortificaeioii of being taxed by a man whom they did 
not vote into parliamenti nay, by a man whom ihey 
oppofcd rtitb ail their oiigbt. Their choice is, pei- 
baps, 
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btp* ramilly rruilmed withregardiotlir (itber£ 

ofth«Iliite. Now. Jireihdc 3600 voiers ill mi/ degree 
reduced ro a (late of flnvery, till [ln.7 can lui-c »u oj*- 
ponuniiy of beinj reprefeowd accofdiog to iheir 
niiad? — Again i « free born l^nglilkiniti \t polTelkd 
of ■ houfe, whicb be fett iot thktf-cight lliilUnei 
« 7«ir ; for want of Ivro lliiilinM nwrc in Ills yearjj 
incMnehe is uit fccehalder ; indTilcei^ColMiiibi lie 
n taxed without Jris confoit : U te " aaahjea fi^v^' 
Cn tiiii accouBi-? Wild piiiriatifni anrtpcia in theai- 
foiiiUive, bat iuipmnial mca fuiile anti fay, Whii ! 
is Britifli libcily fo irietn ■ blelfing, ks la depend 
vpon i coupJe of iliillingt ? Could a Jew oiake k tttm 
on as tiinge Biote contemptible \hxn this ^ O &f, 
what a low price doei your fjlkm indirefUy iii upcn 
k jewel , on wbich 70U fjein to &< ^o inicieufe B value ! 
Ouceino/e; dniing the kft deftion, inytiaiji of Eng- 
liAuaeu were abroad, foinc upon ibeir lTa,v>els or liir 
their hmlth, aiid others upon citil, nuliiitfT or iner- 
canliie bufifiefs ; nor had they arifmareiliare in the 
choice ot the pirliatncnt-oien who now tai them, 
than the AcDcrican Colonics; and will yoaaver. Sir, 
that if sU theic EnglillimeB were colle^lod, ib«y 
.might coDltliBtionftDy reform the con^it ution, x«t] 
IftH tbcmfelTes by a congiefs compofcd cf i^im who 
flimuiaK ibem to difcmite'iii } Will you a^cri, itui 
fach a congrefs would do -well to inaliaJawa- in oppo- 
fuion to ibeftatutcEof the Kiti^ntidpirliametii \ amJ 
wo^ld you CO.!! the meinbera of tuch a iM>rigrefs loyal 
-fubjeBs, if ihey raifed an aroty iDdti*cihE Rii^'; 
lorcet out of his o-wn dominions j ycci, out oFtbofc 
\'ix-^ provinces, where ihey held ihctr IukJ by gra- 
cilis grants of ihecrown i— ^vhereiheyhave acquire 
their wealti) Ui>der ihe proietSoH oF die M'>ihe(- 
Couutry ; — and where the SovtJ-eign'* forces, wtocfa 
iitiey now cndeavoor 10 ciM oli, have kindly fought 
their batikt I 

To coiiie nesTtr to ib« point ; feme years sgs, 
LordOiv«, meiaberfar Shrewlbary, went loiiie Eoft 
India t wnd Lard Cigw, membei- *i Bridgnnnh, is 
Km goiKtbcre. Their c&ttiic34rc iuHiicnlcly Urge ; 
yeL 
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Pyet in confeqnence of their leaving England, the for- 
mer Lord wns, and (he lailer is, taxed without his 
confi;ni. And will you (land \o joar abfurd daftrine. 
Sir, aitd infer, that the burgeffleiof Shrewfburj' were, 
and that thofeof Biidgnorih arc, reduced lo m pailial, 
temporary ftate of flavtry, bv the emigration ol oneof 
their reprefentatlves; and that Lord Clive was, and 
I-ord Pigot now is, «n abfolote flave ; becaufe, m 
confequence of their emigration, the former was, and 
ihe latter ii, taxed without his 'confeni ? If you fay 
that Lord Clive came back to England, and that Lord 
Pigoi may return, and lax himfdf, ifhepleafesj I 
reply. This is exaflly the cafe with the Colonifts ; 
by emigration they »ie prevented from fliaring in the 
legiflaiive power of the parliament. But let them 
come back, if they have fei their hearts upon legifla- 
tive honours. The Moiher^Conntry, and ibe parlia- 
menl-houfe, are as open to them, as to any free-born 
Engtifhman. They may purchafe freeholds, ihey may 
be mode burgeffes of corporate towns, they may be 
chofen members of the houfc of commons i and fome 
ofihem, if Iiniftake not, fit already there. The Co- 
lonifli arc then on a level, not only with Briions in 
general, but wjihallour iiiembei's of parliament who 
are abroad. And therefoie, to demand fuperior prt- 
vileges, is to demand rights which no Britons have, 
and uf which the membeis of parliament who go out 
of Great Briiain never thought olj our BriiiSi Na- 
bobs not excepted. 

As mountain rifes wpon mountain among the Alps, 
lo abfurdiiiesrireupnnabfurdilie.sinyourlyften): lake 
fome more inftances of it. If we believe you. Sir, it 
y an aije3 JJave, who is taxed without his content. 
Hence follows another abfLrdiiy, The day dial an 
additional land-tan is laid to fuhduc the Colonies, the 
knights of a large Ihire are abfcnt : ibe one, I fup- 
pole, is kept from the houfe by illnefs, or pleafure ( 
neither votes for the bill. Now, Sir, are they, and 
the country they reprefcnt, tr.ade Haves by being taxed 
without their confeni } — If you reply, that thier doi 

Of- 
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Sppoling xhe bit) impliei that (hcjr conlcnt B> it : I 
anfwer, The inrereiu:c Ie notjuft. I did noc oppote 
(he Uit murder which was coainiiited in (he couat7, 
but you would wrong ait, if you infer that I confemed 
to it. Many clir^ymen will oat oppofe your letter, 
whoncvenheli'fs rtpimhaie ihe dofliioe it cowatoa. 

Btii, giaoting ttiaT ymir inference is juft, I prets 
you dofer, add eoini out two knigiitK (fuppofe (be 
members for Middlelex] who oppofe ihe biU with nJl 
Ibeii might. Asd jm theb>U palTes. Nnw, Sir, if 
your fcbeoie oi lifoeny is right, it follow*, that oar 



great piirims, and the little patriots whom they re- 
prelent, are abjeA Oaves: for they are evideaily 
inly Rgainft IJieir canfeni, but againlk 
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their warmell oppuliLion ; feeing they aie additionally 
lued to bring their miftakcn friends to reafoa. How 
excelitvely abfurd then is your [cheoie. Sir} fincc it 
not only puis a badge of the [uoA abjett Ovveiy upon 
all the Bdioas who are not electors, but alfo upon all 
the eleflors and niember'S of pAriiament, who cM 
ibeinfeives fatrntt, with ai much conlidence a£ Come 
niiflalten divines call themfclves trtlnuiix t 

You reply, " In all colle<:live bodies the determi- 
Bativas of the majority of that body, are alwaji 
cofifidered as iheileiefiiiituiions of the wfaole body : 
Bod et-itf man who enters iaio fociety imftliciily 
conienis il Ihould be fo." Mr. W. and 1, Sir. ihauft 
you foi itus cunceifion, If you and ibe Ciloiiitls llaixl 
to it, you will throw down your pen, and lity tbeir 
wmc. For every budy knows tiiat Great Sriiain 
•ad ber Coloutefi inalce a colleclive, political body, 
caUed the Btttiih einftire: and you declare, liiai, 
*'»"■ aJt fucb bodies, " rA* Jeitrmiiuuainiaf tit mm- 
jtrilj art akvi^s •.-Qn/iJcreJ at the JturBunmitnt tf the 
tahoU hadj." Now, Sir, if yfiu do but allow that 
Great Britain is the majvritj of tike Britiilt etnpite 
[aad you cannot reafonably deny it - confKicting ib? 
glory, wealth, <ame,and invincible navy of themaiher- 
CDUniiy ; togeiber with the gram Jbe made to (be 
Coloules of the large piovincn, wJiich they hold 
. CQitagetE hold their gardeni and ha- 
bits- 
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Tiitations under ihe lord of the manor, who gavt 
thein leave to endnfe and build npon a pirr of ihc 
wafte within the -liniils of his jtirifdiflioit] — if ynu 
do but allow, I fay, that Great Britam is the wb/V 
rily of the Britilh empire ; according to yonr Own 
conceffion, tfre diterntinrrtitni of Great Britain are xo 
lie aliuaji ciinfidend at ike Aetrrminatim! tf the ivMe 
llfitifti empire j and fjery colony " impliciify can/entt 
it Jheiild te fa," Bat the American Colonies have 
not only imp/kitly con fen ted i I ihould be Cn ; they 
have alto done it explicitly, by huinhly rhanliing the 
kmg for their charters, one of the firft of which 
fays, ID exfrrfi terms, you are exempt from paying 
tanzs lo the king for /ftKnjewr; plainly implying. 
Jays Mr. W. wiih great truth, that, after thnfe feven 
years, they were to pay taxes h*te orher fabjefts, if 
ihe fovereign taxed iheni : And if the king ajid par- 
liament has allowed them a longer time, it is ab- 
furd and wicked lo draw from rhis indnlgenee a pfea 
to palliate a notorious breach of truft. As for ihcir 
laftchartcr, ibai of Pennfvlvania, it fays in exprefs 
leriBS, that they are liable to laMiitm by the par- 
liaiiiBnt i and therefore ihetr riling agsinft ftrch lax- 
Blion is ingratitude, perverfenefs, and Breach of char- 
ier, from firft to laft. 

One more remark upon your important concdGon. 
Ifyoa grant that ihe minority in parliament has 
iinplidtly and pdTively conl'ented to ihe meafurcs of 
ihe majority, though very much againft their will: 
wiinefs iheir warm peiiiions, proieftationi, rcmtm- 
ftrances, &c, do you not abundantly grant i his lead- 
ing propofit ion lo Mr. W.'it Addrefs, in a thoufand 
cales, " nfff other than ibis hind of tenfent the caniH- 
thn of civil life doet tut alh-iu P" Thus [fo greai is 
the force of truth!] after all toot ooicry againft 
your opponent, you yoorfelf lay down liis grand 
principle 1 You come back to the very point whence 
he ftaned, ajid are reduced to the mortifying necef- 
lily of mainiaining, that oor Englifh patriots, fo 
cnlled, are fome ot the moll abjeft (laves in the nni- 
'terfe; or that otir American Colonies, ale Ibnie of 
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iht mdfl unrcafonable Colonies in t!ie world, fince 
they take up anus loopporelegillative Dower to which 
they !)»¥e confented, not only im/,Heitlj and f-affi'vely, 
ajthe minotiiy doe* lo the inajcirity in pafliaiiicnt j 
yaaXtxiilicilly ■i.TAaai'utlj: witnels the charier of the 
ColoDy in which ihecoiigrefs is alTembled, and the 
conitifil fubmilfion, which for many years ihey have 
paid [o the Briti/h lawsj fupreine laws thefe, accord- 
ing to which they have fulfered their lives, and the 
liberty of their perfon* to be difpofed of; though ihey 
bad no more hand in adually making thefe laws, tha.o 
the Great Mogul; fince moll of ihein were made be- 
fore any living Englifliman drew his lirll breath. 

To (hew tiat taxation and reptefentation areinfe- 
pirable according to the conllilutian, you produce the 
hare afletiions of Lord Cai-iden, Loid Chatham, and 
Moniefquieu, a French author: But permit me to 
obferve, Sir, that all ttie Frenchmen and Englilli lords 
IB the world, can never overthrow a dofirine which 
[as 1 have fliewn in tiiy firil letter] (lands or falli with 
reafon, fcriptute, and matter of lafl. 

Jf your noble auxiliaries, lo whom you joir Mr. 
Locke, mean an inJWtS leprefeniation, we rcftdiir 
aJTcni to their aflertion j and we reply, thai, in this 
fenfe, ihe taxation of the Colonifts is not feparaied 
from rep re fen tat inn : For the Colonies of Great Bri- 
tain are iiiJirealy r^rcfenied by Great Britain, a* 
the children of eleflors aic i«ii*«f?6' re pre fen ted by 
their fnthcrsj as the noo-votcrs at {eteCuons are fn- 
JireHIj reprefented by the voters ; and as the elec- 
tors who are at fea, or on the continent, are indi- 
reflly reprefented by thofe who are in the ifland. 
But if thofe lords mean a Jired reprefentauon, they 
are defired lo (hew how all the myiiads of men non- 
voters in Great Britain, to fay nothing of minors, 
widows, inaidens, bed-ridden or imprifoned bur- 
gefTes, and abfeni freeholders, ate dirtily reprefent- 
ed in the parliament which now taxes them, if 
[through a variety of infurwountable objefls] ihey 
neitlierdid, nor could, vote tor arcprefentativeatthe 
lalt ekftioii. 

TiU 



( «7 ) 

Till you, Sir, or the lords who patronize your 
fyftem, have removed this difficulty out of the way 
of your patrioiifai; you will allow us to thiak, that 
you deal ^n irrational, unfcriptural, and unconftitu- 
tional paradoxes, when fpeaking of taxation and 
direS rep relen ration, you fay, ** God has joined thenil 
No Britllh parliauient can feparate thena: To endea- 
vour to do it, is to ilaboHr vitals.'* 

When you have raihly charged nonfenfe upon 
God, you may well indirectly charge roljbery ypdii 
the king: Accordingly your patriotifm mounts the 
roftrum; and rnake^ this convincing fpeech : "** My 
pofition is this — I repeat it— I will maintain it to 
ray laft hour : taxation and reprefentation are infe- 
parable: thb pofition is founded on the law of na- 
ture; it is more, it is an eternal law of nature:" 
— I grant it, Sir, if by nature you mean the fallen na- 
ture of the men lubo fay f With our tongue iviil ive 
prevail, our lips are our o'wn; *who is Lord over us P 
Pf. xii. 4. But you go on: •* Whatever is a man's 
own, is abfolutely his own: no man has a right to 
take it from him without his confent, either exprelT- 
ed by himfelfor reprefentative." Nay, you grow fo 
warm as to fay^ •« Whoever attempts to do it," [i.e. 
agreeably to the context, whoever attempts to tax 
a man, who has not confepted to the tax, either per- 
Tonally or by his dired reprefentative] **^ attempts an 
injury; whoever does it,'* £and the king has done it] 
commits, a robbery .''—What a fpeech! God fave the 
king from fuch fevere judges as you are ! 

Nothing can be more falfe. Sir, than the principle 
on which you found your bold, though indirect in- 
diflment: '* Whatever is a man's own, is abfolutely 
his own.*' I do not fcruple to affert, that this principle 
is deteftable; as b^ing unfcriptural — irrational — and 
highly unconftitutionaL — [i.] unfcriptural: For the 
fcriptures teach.es us, that God is the firft and grand 
proprietor of all things; i\\2lX the pouocrs that are ^ are 
ordained of him-, and that [for the en^s mentioned in 
my Firft letter] he delegates his dominion and au- 
thority to kings and magirtrates. Hence it is, that 
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both in the Old and New Teftament, thofe who 
make and enforce laws, are called godr; and that 
St. Paul declares, fie that refiftttb the t9W9r^reftfteth 
the ordinance of God ^ and they that re^ft^jbaUrecevvf 
to themfehfes condemnation. To faj therefore, that 
what we have, is ab/oitaefy our own, is tafhakeoff 
the joke of God's fupreme dominion » and of the 
delegated dominion of kings, lawgivers and nfiagif> 
trates, who are his lieutenants and reprefentatives. 

[2.] Your principle is irrational: For if ** what- 
jpver a man has, is ahfiluulj his own ;*' tt follows 
that non- voters and foreigners, who never confented 
to our laws, either per fonalf 7 or by appointing their 
•reprefentatives, can never be taxed , imprilbiiedy or 
hanged, unleft ^hey firft fign the warrants, l^ which 
their property, liberty or life, is legally difpofed of! 
And if to difpofe of ibeir property by taxation is 
robberj; by the fame rule we may fay, that to dif- 
pofe of their liberty and life by legal warrants whicb 
they have not endorfed, is inlraipitable t^ranay, and 
downright murder. 

[3.] Yoiir principle is highly unconftttutional, |^ot 
one half of the inhabitants of Great Britain faave 
a ihare in the legiDative power ; neverthelefs the 
properties, liberties, and lives of all, are difpoled 
pf according to law. The conftitution allows it .—^ 
the conftituupn enjoins it. And yet you tell os, 
that difpofiflg of the property of non-votefs is un^- 
conjlitutionafi and that to lay taxes upon them, is 
to commit robbeiy. Now, Sir, if you are right, the 
goTcrnoient robs 2\z families only in my parifli. 
With two of my neighbours I have ju(l<:alculated 
the number of hpuf^^keepers in my little diftri^ : 
Upon a moderate computation we find 78 freehol- 
ders in 290 families. Hence it follows that 212 fa- 
milies out of 290 have no (hare in legiflation, ei- 
ther perfonally, or by fending any reprefcntativc to 
parliament. And yet all thefe families are taxed : 
The mafters of fome of them, who live upon large 
farms, for which they pay the land tax, pay more to 
thd government than niQit freeholders. To fay no- 
thing 
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thing of the land-tax and highway money, they are 
all laxed in moil of the arucles which ihey ufe in 
houlekeeping. The [ta and fugar ihey drint in 
the morning, the fait they eat at noon, the candie 
Ihey burn at night, the fiioes ihey wear all the day, 
are taxed: Their toliacco, fnuff, gin, ale, and rum, 
[great articles with too jnany of them] are all 
taxed: That according to your uoconrtituiionai 
doftrine, they are robbed from morning till nighi. 
The freeholders, officers of exeife, and eolleflors of 
lases, are little robbers; and the kiDgandhls parlia- 
iiieni, the great robbers. Did ever any patriot 
poar more contempt upon ihe cnnditution, than you 
jnadvertenily do? If yau could ptofelyte me to your 
patriotifm, Sir, I would no moie celebrate ttie yh 
of Nov. Hi a day of thankfgiving : I would wiffli 
fuccefs to any that would venture his neck, in order 
to blow up the den of thieves, with all the robbers 
who affemble therein. 

You infinuate thai thefe zia non-voters ate " a^/<? 
'o purchafe a fretihm if ihey chufeit," and to to- 
conie voters for themfelves and ibeir families. But 
you are iiiiftaken, Sir, I know my p\rifh heiier than, 
you. Some of the houfekeep^-rs ( iiiemion, coukl 
not vote on account of their Icr, though they (houlii 
have twenty eflatesj and mod of the reft would find 
it, through their poverty, much inoredifiicuti lo put- 
chafe a Ireedoni than moft of our American patriots. 

You anfwer. If this is the cafe, iheir" ^ra^s'f? 
nujl he fo /mail, that it can be o/m con/eguenct ta 
them -xuha has ibegranCine^f ''■" But I argue in a 
quite contrary manner; For, if my poor pariHiioner.T 
have a littleof the iiEcefiaties of life, by every dic- 
tate of common fenfe, it is of the greateft confe- 
quence to them, not to be raited of that tistle. Thofc 
who have blood to fpate, may tnift their arm in the 
hands of almofl any Surgeon ; But thofe whofc veins 
are already drained, are deeply intereftcd in the 
choice of him, who is to let out the precious drops 
which tJiey can fo iU part with. The parting witli 
^V, couple of Ihillings, or the lofing of two days 
^^k. D 2 work 
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■work In mending the highways, Is more to a poor 
man who has a large family, than the lofing ofzoool. 
is to a man of fortune. Taxes are never felt by 
the rich; becaufe they pay them out of their fuper- 
fluous abundance: whereas the poor part with (ome 
of the necefTaries of life, whenever they part.with a 
penny. Befides, the poor, not being able to buy 
meat, live chiefly upon bread, which is the cheapeft 
food. They eat a pound of it, where the rich eat 
an ounce. Therefore, when our wealthy legiflators 
raifethe price of bread, by allowing a bounty for the 
exportation of corn, or by forbidding the exj^ortati- 
on, or permitting the diiiilling of it, they reap the 
principal benefit, and the poor bear the principal 
burden. You advance, therefore, a monftrous pa- 
radox, when you infinuate, that legiflation " can 
be of no confequence" to the poor: For the capital 
branch of legiflation, which raifes or (inks the price 
of corn, chiefly concerns the loweft clafs of mankind, 
hf whom corn is chiefly confumed. 

^his is not all. The iegiflaiive power difpofes of 
otJrlife and locomotive liberty, as well as of our pro- 
perty, I ha\tr feen fome free-born Engliflimen, 
who never had any fliare in legiflation, put in the 
(locks or fcnt to jail: 1 have {ccn others loaded with 
irons, ready for tranfportation; and others with a 
rope about their neck, ready for the gallows. Now-, 
as the poor are much concerned in t! e difpofal of 
their locomotive liberty and life, as the rich, do you 
not betray grofs partiality. Sir, when you represent 
the poor, as perfons who may be doomed to ahjeff 
JIavery, which your fyftem fuppofes to be infepara- 
bly conneded with our having no (hare in legifla- 
tion. Indigence and flavery are not naturally con- 
nedled. The poor Indians are as jealous pf their li« 
berty as you. And when the Lacedeihoti5i|xs and the 
Romans were in the loweft circumftanccs, they va- 
lued their liberty moft. 

'Tis true, you infinuate that all who cannot pur- 
chafe a freehold, are not abfolutely obliged to re- 
main flaves; becaufe a place in the legiflatur^. is a- 
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' privilege extended in a few boroughs to e»«)» i 

I thac bails a poi." But doei nM this very argument 

lour freih contempt upon your notion* of flavery 

.nd )ibeny? Does it not make Englifb tiberiy, or 

abjea (kver)', to mm upOH ike Iwiling, or the not 

t boiliiig, of a pot? However, fuppofing that all who 

are not able to purchafe freeholds, could avmd fla- 

L ver^ by crowding with iheic families into- the few bo- 

E roughs you mention which many Colnnifts could do 

I with greater eafe than [faour»nd» of Britoan: Or, fup- 

[ poling this peculiar piivilege were extended to all 

iha poi boilers in Great Britain; would you mend 

' the confbituiion by thefe means? No, you would only 

>Bveniency by running uptiii another : 

L.For the ricli wouW juftiy complain of a levelling 

L&benie, which would allow, every Aarving cottager 

I %o have as good a tight of granting of their property 

I &s ihey have ihemfelves. 

Again, If Britons, and fons of Biitons, muft be 

' er/aallj rifreftnted ," with rcfpefl to the difpofal of 

heir properly, in OfUer to bu free-men j have not the 

l>Tich a lighi to itinke a confrei'sj nnd to enafl, that, 

I as the man who has forty (liillingi a ye«r in land, has 

I one vote ; fo he, who has twice forty (hillings, fhotild 

■ feive two votes ; and he, who has ten thoufand pounds 

It year, fhould have live thoufand votes i by which 

means, he might return bimfclf nieinber for any poor 

borough in the kingdom ? — On the other hnm), will 

I not the poor have as good a right to rife, in their rum. 

) form another congrtis, under pretence, ilint 

en have hut one body, and one life, any nmie 

I 4han the poor ; and therefore it is i;nreafonabIe, that 

rich ftiouid have fo much ip'eater a pare in iegifln- 

|>tion than they ? — Nor wHI iheiiiifchirilVip here ; the 

' "■ rife alfo, and urge it ijab- 

albol, (hould have as great 

IS a wife, Bged man; and 

otei uccording to their wif- 

will their clulin be, inmyjudg'- 

Hieni, ihemoft unrealooable. 

This is not oil; eveiv little marfcet-iown, and 
every ancicat village, will inlilloti lending two repre- 
1> 3 ' - - 
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fentatlves to parliament, as well as Wenlock and Old* 
Sarum. By the rule of proportion, large towns, cities, 
and populous counties will daim a right offending a 
number of members fo much greater, as they are larger 
than Cornilli boroughs, and more populous than Hun- 
tingdonfhire. Thus weiliallhaveanarmy of parliament- 
men, who, like the Poliih nobility at their drets, will' 
not be able to bear one another fpeak, and will be 
more ready to draw the fword than to make laws. 
And if fuch a parliament is to be chofen every year, ay 
you intimate it ihould, the nation will fpend half her 
time in railing armies of pot-boilers, to raife another 
army of lawgiveis. 

From thefe, and many fuch inconveniences, it ap-^ 
pears, Sir, that your fcheme of equal reprefentation is^ 
abfurd and impoifible; and that, before you can bring 
it to bear, you muft firft get all Britons to be equally 
wife, rich, noble, learned, experienced, anddiligentr 
Secondly, you muft make them all of one fex and age: 
and thirdly, you muft contrive to make them all live 
in the fame place, and at the fame lime. If you con- 
fider the difficulty of fuch a tafk, I flatter myfelf, Sir, 
that you will be lefs ready to find fault with the con- 
ilitutioa, and to make the injudicious willi for a xt^ 
\o\ution pfodudlve of equni reprefeniatiorty that is, of 
an abfolute impoftibrlity. Much lefs will you perfuadey 
even, patriots, that the King and the majority in par- 
liament ** commit rohhery^^^ and *^ Jhab- our «uitals ,^^ 
when they tax the Colonifts, as they do two of their 
fubjefls in England out of three, that is,, without a 
vJired reprefentative. 

You try indeed to obviate this difficulty by iniima- 
ing, that the vaft body/>f free-born Englifhmen, who 
have BO right to chufe thei* reprtientatives, or who, 
through abfence, cannot exercife their right, may 
** eonfent to the difpofal of their property, becaufe 
they have always this fecurity, that thofe who take 
an adive part in the difpofal of their property, muft 
at the fame time difpofe of an equal proportion of their 
own." — Whereas ** the American can have no voice 
in the difpofal of his property; and what is worfe, 
thofe who are to have ihe power of difpofing of its 

are 
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are under every pofTible temptation to abufe that- 
power, becaufe every ihilling they take out of the 
pocket of an American is fo much faved in their 



own." 



As this is your capital argument, I fhall give it a 
full anfwer. — [ i. } It is improbable, that our law- 
givers would fave a dirty ihilling in their pocket, by. 
opprelTively taking one out of an American's pocket. 
If I am rightly informed, they are fo far from abufing 
their power in this refpe6t, that when they take fix- 
pence for the ufe of the Government out of an Ame- 
rican's pocket, they takeflxieen {hillings out of their 
own. — [;a.] Our excellent conftitution obviates your 
ungenerous fufpicion, by ordering, that the legifla- 
tors, who compofe the lower houfe of the parliament, 
fhall all be men of fortune, raifed by their circum- 
ftances above the felonious trick you fpeak of. — [3. J 
Yon miftake, when you fay, that ** the American can 
have no voice in the difpofal of his property ; for as 
many of the Colonifts as cbufe to purchafe a free-hold 
in England, may become cleAors ; and as many as 
have a fufficient fortune, may become candidates at 
the next election. You fpeak, yourfelf, of your 
** late American candidate^ *wbo *was a friend to Ame-^ 
rica.*^ If I miftake not, we have American mem- 
bers in the houfe ; and the papers inform us, that 
— Sayer, Efq ; who is a native of Bofton, claims a 
i«at in^ the parliament ^ and, if he obtains it, be will 
not only reprefent his borough, but. alfo, in connec- 
tion with his fellow-members, he will reprefent the 
commonalty of all the Britifh empire, except Ireland.: 
Hence it is, that the minority in parliament, though 
they are not the fpccial reprefentatives of the Cpbnills^ 
plead their caufe fo warmly, even againft the privi- 
leges of the eledors, whom they particularly repre-. 
font. — [4.] Suppofing thefe American meipbers have 
no eflates beyond the Atlantic ;. are there not feverai 
members in both houfes of parliain«nt,. who have a 
large, very large property m America; and who>. 
when they tax the Colonifts, take far more money out 
of their own pocket, thtntihey probablydaoutof the 
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pockei of MefT. Adams and Handcock ?— [5.] l( the 
Colonifia were afraid of being raied more heavily ihani 
ihe nile of proporiion allows, ihoiild they not have 
humlily requefted ihe parliament, ihat, before they 
were taxed m all, their jealoufies mighi be removed 
by an a& drawn up jn fuch a niiinner as 10 let boundi 
to their taxes, in proportion to the bounds which are 
fel to their commercial privileges i" And would not 
our lawgivers have granted them Co rcafonable a re- 
qucft? TJq[. to rife abfoluiely againft all tasaiion- 
by aft of parliament, merely becaulo it Is taxation, by 
the legiflative power of Great Britain ; to detlioy the 
properly of our fellow-lubjefls, by laifing rioEOU} 
mobs againft them j and to lake up arms againft 
the Sovereign to defend fuch proceedings, argues, 
in my judgment, a temper which you may call 
patriolifm, but looks loo much like the lin far- 
hidden in Rom. siii. a. — Laftly, if pkadmg that 
our fuperiors may abufe their power over us, weve » 
fuflicieni reafon Co Jhabe otTthe yoke of lawful autho- 
rity ; all apprentices [though ever fo well ufed] might 
dircflly Biii»Hcipatc themfclvei ; for they might adopt 
your argument, and fay, My mafter indeed ufei nie 
well J but '* bt it undtr every pajfibli itstpt^on" \q 
ftaroe me ; lines every meal which he will five in de- 
nying me propfr food, will be a mea) lUved for hira- 
feif or fiis own children ; and tberefbre I will cut- 
and carve for myfetf, or I will acknowledge hitii as 
a mafter no more. 

I lliall be lefs prolix in ray anfwer to the reft of 
your arguments. You appeal 10 the Inili, who are 
taxed by their own pailiameni : hot iheir cafe is very 
different from that of the Colonifts ) lor Ireland wa» 
annexed to the dominions of the King of En^and, 
not as a colony, or a kingdom flibjeft to l^ngland, 
but 89 a fifter-kingdom ; and, as lucii, llie has en- 
joyed the fupreme power of making her own laws, and 
[in part] of coining her own money. This was the 
cafe in Scotland alfo : and therefore the Scots were 
allowed to fend a number of reprefentaiives to both 
hoofes of parliament, whan the two kingdoiiia were 
tmiicd into one. Not fo the Colonies. They never were 
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on a level with England ; they never had fupreme 
domin'.on j they were always thefubjedls of the-King^ 
and parliament of England, who granted them the 
territories theyienjoy ; and therefore, for them to de*-- 
nriand, in oppofition lb their charters, rights fuperior 
to ihofe ot the Britons, who fettle abroad under the 
proteftion of Great Britain ; and for them to claim 
the prerogatives of fifter-kingdoms, is as greata ftretch 
of lawleR liberty, as for chartered corporations in 
England, or for the Englifh fettled in Minorca, Ja- 
maica, Gibraltar, Bengal, &c. to claim the preroga- 
tives of fopreme governments, and the privikges of 
the kingdoms which were joined by mutual agree- 
ment to the crown of England. 

You likewife appeal to the Palatinate of Chefter^ 
whofe inhabitants pleaded, ** that theEnglifVi parlia- 
ment had no right to tax them ; that they had a par- 
liament of their own, &c.*' But, granting that the 
parliament x>f that Palatinate was once as independent 
on the Englifli parliament as the Palatinate in Ger- 
many, can you, without abfurdity, infer from thence, 
that the Colonifts are fo ? Permit me to make yoti 
fenfible of the inconclufivenefs of your arguments, by 
bringing it to light, thus : * The Palatinate of Chef- 
ter was formerly independent on the parliament of 
England : they could produce grants or charters to- 
demonftrate, that they had a parliament of their own, 
and the prerogative of making their own laws ; and 
therefore the colonies, which have, no fuch grants 
and charters ; the Colonies, which have always been . 
fubjedfc to the Englifli parliament; — the Colonies, 
whofe grams dire6tly or indirectly mention fubjedtion 
to the Englifli parliament, fliall not be fubje6t to the 
Englifli parliament.' If Mr. W. had advanced fuch 
an argument as this, you might have as reafonably 
complained, tliat he deals in ** childifli quirks,"- as 
you now do without reafon ;. for common fenfe dic- 
tates, that it is abfurd to conclude, that the peculiar 
privileges enjoyed by the Palatinate of Chefter, ought 
to be gr^n^tcd to all the Colonies ;. as it is to infcF, 
> that 
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that ihe peculiar privilege of the boufe of commons 
ticlong to every corporation iii ihi) kingdom. 

To iWk retuiatioa of your argamenii, permit rne 
to add a remark upon your anfwer lo Mr. W.'i maft 
(Irikingplea. You nrefenfible of the advantage which 
he has over you , where he appeals to ihe ixprejs lermi 
of the charters granied to the Colttnill!. You know, 
that honeft men dare not go from tlieir bargain -, and 
that a charier U nothing bui a foktiui bargain com- 
mitted to writing, whereby the fovaieijjn maket fuch 
and futh grams to his fubjefls upnn luch atid fuch 
terms i and yoii know, that if the fubjefli accept the 
gtanis, they a^ree to the lerin» on which ibefc granti 
are made. Mx- W. f»y», '■ Remember yoor latl 
charter, that of Pernfj-lvania, fays, \ntxfrifs trrmi, 
you are liable to la.fjiion." — Here, Sir, ynu feeni «o>- 
barraflcd; and, logetoifas well as you can, yon >elL 
us. that the ckufe of the chatter, which Mr. W. ap- 
peals to, ■' was never underllood to mean a power of 
intetnsi taxation for the purpofe of laifmg a revenue ^ 
but merely the laying on of fuch duties, at inighi be 
neecllary folely for the regulation of trade." But 
your miiVake was lately demonllraied before the hoofe 
of lords, by ihe leftimony of governoj Penrt. Lord 
Denbigh alked him at the bar of the houfe, If he was 
well acquainted with the charier of Pennfylvania p He 
replied, that " he had rend the charter, and was well 
actiuainied with ihe conietits." Lord Denbigh elked, 
•• It he did not know, there was a claufe •wbkh/ptei- 
ficalij fubjiStJ tht calory to taxation hj lit Britijb Ite'f- 
iaturt?" and he anfwercd," Ht iaioi loell appri/eJ tiere 
luas/utbaclauji." Now, Sir,asyou atefoevidenlly 
millakcn in your account of the charier of Peanfylra- 
tiia [ you wil) permit me to think, that you give us is 
fabulous an account of the charter of MafiachulTeti's 
Bay, when you fay, you are credibly informed, (ha.1 
thitximptiaa fraia taxn for Jivtn years, which was 
gianted lo the eolonifts ol that province, " had no re- 
ference to what we commonly mean by taxes, but to" 
fomeitiing, wliich you call " jui^rrnff."— Anoddcri- 
ticifin 
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tJcircn l^is, which I lliould imitsite, if I intinuated 
thai when the Apoille charged usto/ay fw^ow.hedoes 
not mean, ihat we (hould paywhatwe commonly nn- 
derftand bycuRom, but only that tenants Ihould pay 
their rent. From this fpecimen, iiiieafy to d« er- 
mine, who have moft reafon to complain of" moti- 
lated charters," the patriots, or the parliament. 

Having fo long pleaded the caufe of my Sovereign 
and my couniry, I may be allowed to beftow a few 
paragraphs upon my friend. You fay to him " It 
IS fallacious to the I afl: degree, and unworthy of a 
man of integrity and candor to infinuate, as you are 
pleafed lo do, that the people lia« ceded to the tine 
and parliament the power of difpofing, wiihout their 
confenc, of both their lives, liberties, and properties." 
I fliall make no remark, Bev. Sir, on the Chriftian 
couriefy of this addrefs. We, who pafs for aijea 
flukes, expefl fuch hberal hints from jom patriots, 
and to tell you the truth, we think it an honour to 
ihare them with our King, and our Legiflature. Bnt 
may not lalka fewqueftions, which will throw fome 
light upon Mr. W.'s remark? When did all the free- 
holders, who have from fifty to ninety nine pounds 
a year, confent to be deprived of the liberty 
to carry a gun, and to flioot a hare on their own 
land? When did the Quakers confent to pay tithes, for 
ihenon-piyment of wBich their property is forcibly 
taken from them according to aft of parliament, to 
the amount of feveral thoufand pounds a year t 
When did all the clergy, who lately petitioned the 
piiliament for the repeal of the thirty-nine articles, 
confent that the afl, which orders fubfctipiion to 
thefe articles, Ihould cooiinue in force ? When did 
all the freeholders in Middlefes confent to be addlci- 
tionally tased, in order to inforce the taiution of the 
Coloniiisf When did all our bluftering gentlemen 
confent to be fent to the houfe of correftion, or to 
pay five fliillings, every time ihey demean thenifdvei j 
prophane curfingor fwearing? When did all ih«' 
[enters confent to the law, which obliges thei^i tO- 
conform to the church of England, if they will have 
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.placesuader the government ? And- to fum up all 
an one queftion, When did one half of the Lords, 
who diflinguiih theni^elves by their violent oppofition 
totb^meafujesofthe government, confent that iheir 
liberty, eftatej title, and life, fliould be forfeited, if 
they fliould alFifl their fellow patriots, who take up 
arms againft the King and parliament? If you give me 
a fatisfaftorv anfwer to thefe queries, I will give you 
leave to rene6t on my friend';* int-egrity, for his auer- 
tion. But remember, Sir, that, if yon fly to the balck- 
door of an implicit confent to make your efcape, Mr. 
Wefley, like an honeft man will meet you face to 
face ; and flopping you in the nameofconliflency, he 
will demonftrate that, according to your evafive doc- 
trine, you, yourfelf , have taxed the Colon ifts, ** com- 
mitted robbery," and ** dabbed our vitals." 

You trjr another method to overthrow Mr. Wef- 
ley's arguments. You objefl, that,, five years ago, 
he did not defend the meaiures taken with regard to 
America; " hecaufe be jQubted"* whether they were at 
all defenfible : and you have been informed, that he 
lias (ince reprefented the Americans as '* an op* 
prefled, injured people;" and has warmly exprefled 
his fears J with relpeft to the danger of our liberties. 
But who could blanic Mr. Wefley then ; and who 
can blame him now ? Is not a good man bound by 
his confcience to judge without partiality., accordr 
ing to the beft information he has? 'When Mr. W. 
heard the clamours of the patriots, fo called, who 
inveighed againft the fovereign for breach of charac- 
ter; he really thought that they had truth, and the 
charters of the Colonifts, on their fide; and there- 
fore he conlidered the claims of the government 
upon the Colonifls as fubverflve of charter, and 
confequently as faithlefs, injurious, and opprefllve.' 
Nor is it furprifing that, upon fiich a wrong infor- 
mation, he would have thought our liberties in dan- 
ger ; for if the fovereign hacf really violated the 
charters of the Colonies^ he might next have at- 
tempted to violate the great Charter of England. 
But when Mr. W. was better informed • when he 

found 
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foond that the chatters of the Colonics were as muc'n 
for the foverejgn, as the patriots had infinuated they 
were againft him, Mr. W. would nat have afled as > 
conrcieniious man, if he had not aUered his mind, 
according to this important and decilive informa- 

Buc, fuppofrng 1 iniAaVe the reafon, which has 
determined Mr, W. to defend the claims of Great 
Britain : and fuppofing you have been rightly in- 
formed concerning the change of his political fen- 
timents ; what can you infer from thence, but that 
he once leaned too much towards your overdoing patri- 
otifm. He once " doubted'" the equity of the fove- 
reign's claim). His ftrong patrjotiftn gare an hally 
preponderance to his doubts; hut, his candor having 
proceeded to a clofe examination of thequetlion, light 
has fprung up} convi^ion has followedi and be has 
laid before the public the rcfult of bis fecond 
thoughts, and the arguments which have fcattered 
his doubts. For my part, far from thinking ihe 
worfe of a rational convidion, faecaufe it follows 
a doubt, and has met with fome oppofition in a 
good man's mind, I am inclined to pxy it a greater re- 

fard. And, if my friend's warm paiiiotifm has 
een forced to yield to the ftrengih of the arguments 
contained in his Calm Addrefs, 1 am thereby encou- 
raged to hope, that your warm patriotifm. Sir, will 
not be Icfs candid than his ; and that you will yield 
to theareuments contained in this calm Vindication. 
Should this be the cafe, the publick will fee in you 
both, that reafon and confcience can, at laft, per- 
ie&ly balance patriotifm and loyahy in the breaftofa 

With refpeft to me. Sir, I had not deeply entered 
into the merit of the cauTe either way, ^before I faw, 
Mr. W's Addrefs and your anfwertoii. 1 con- 
tented myfelf to wllli and pray for peace in general, 
without inquiring who wa* right and wiio wrong. 
Bui after an attentive perufal of your publications, 
I was fully convinced, that Mr, W.'s doflrine of go- 

Ivernmest and taxation is rational, fcripturaj, and 
E confli- 
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conRitutioiltl ; and tliat yours, Sir, draws after h a 
chain of tlie moft abford confequcnces, has a ten- 
dency to promote licentionfnefs, and is ftrbverilve of 
all the fcripture-pre^cepts wlrich I have quoted in my 
lirft tetter: And therefore, my reverence for God's 
word, my duty to the king, mv regard for my friend, 
my love to injured truth, and the confcioufnefs of 
the fwjcet iibeny, which I enjoy under the govern- 
ment, cdi for (hb little tribute of my pen. And I 
pay it fo much the more chearfafiy, as few men in 
the kingdom have had a better oj>portunity of trying 
which is moift eliglMe— a repubhcah government — or 
the mild, tempered monarchy of England. I have 
lived more than twenty years the fubjdft^f two of 
the mildeft republics in Europe : I miTe 1»een, for 
above that nuitifber of years, the ibbje€t of your fo- 
vereign's | and, frdm fweet experienoe^ 1 5can fet my 
ieal to this claufe of the King^s^eech, at the open- 
ing of this feiTian of parliaoKnt, ** Tx3ibe^fv^t€t 
of Great Britain, with all its confequences, ts tohe 
the happieft fubjei^ of any civil government in the 
world. That you. Sir, and ail my difTatisfied 'fet- 
loW ftibje^tsf may be as ^fenfible of this truth as my- 
felf; and that I may he daily more thankful to God, 
to the kine, and to the pariiament, for thereligiovrs 
and civil libeny which we enjoy, is the cordial wiih 
of. 

Your affeflionatc feUow-bbourgr in theCoipel, 



J.F. 
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R<v. Sir, 
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Y wi/hes for your happinefs, tnd my concertt 
for ihe public peace, prompi me to try all the 
meaivs in my power, to remove your prejudices, and 
lOirtop the fertnem raifed by your iniftakea. Having 
therefore addrefled you as a man, a Chriftian. and a 
Briton, I (hail now ntpoftulate with you, as a fm- 
ufiant 3.'n6»fiietiJto libtrly. 

The diftinjuiihing chirafler of a pmttftant, is tcr 
reft his dotlrine upon reafon and fcripture. Bui, upon 
which of ihele foundations, Sir, do you reft your 
doctrine of power ? You inlinuate, that the power of 
Kings afcendi from ibe people ; you blame yonr op- 
ponent for having intimateil, that ii defcends from 
God ; and you recommend a levelling fcheme of et^ual 
reprefentatioo, founded upon a natural, equal right 
of iliaring in the legiflative power; a fcheme this, 
which prefuppofes, that one man in fociety, has na- 
turally as much right to make and repeal laws, as 
another. Whence it evidently follows, that fubjefls 
have a riEhi to rife againll their Sovereign, whenever 
they thinjc it proper to make, in conneflion with their 
neighbours a decree or law of infurreftion ; and that 
every individual, in conjunflion with other indi- 
vidnals, has a fupreme right to difpofc of property 
and royal honours, wheiher it be by equalizing ranks 
and fortunen, or by putting down one king and fet- 
ip another. 

£iwn (0 you.Sir, that although this fcheme would 
mca Cgnificancy in life which I never dreamed 
E 2 of. 
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of, I dare not embrace it, The vanity of confidering 
myfelfa! a member of the body, which your doflrinc 
reprefents as the fupreme Lawgiver, the Judge of le- 
giflaiors, and the Mjfcer of kings j — this nattering 
vanity, I fay, cannot induce me to renounce the dic- 
laiesof reafon, and the declarations of Scripture. 

Reafon informs me that the firft man was endued 
with a power to proie£t and rule mankind ; that all 
men are born in a. Hate of civil fociety, becaufe no 
cbild was ever his own facher, his own mother, his 
own nurfe, or his own proteflor ; and that, of con- 
fequence, all men were under as ftrong an obligation 
of fubmitiing to the firft man [in all tilings agree- 
able to God's fupreme dominion] as ibe firft 
man was, of fubmitting to God. If Adam had not 
finned and died, to this day he would be, under God, 
the monarch of all the earth, and all kings would 
he bound to acknowledge his fupreme authority. This 
divine right of dominion Adam received from God. 
At his death, he left it behind him ; and, even be- 
fore his death, ii began to fubdivide itfelf into every < 
branch of family-government, and national adminj- 
ftration. Hence it is, thai the po-wers that are, art 
faid to be ordainedofX^ad ; and that mngillrates and go- 
vernors are called ^o^i in ibeOldandNew Tellament. 
Il appears tome therefore as in aiional, to fay, that the 
power of fovereigns comes originally from the people, 
as to fay, that the fanClion of the lifth commandii.ent 
comes oiiginally from man. Nor dare I any more 
afiert, that the people have a natural right to in- 
throne and dethrone kings, than 1 dare mamtain that 
children and fcholars, have a natural right to beftow 
or take away paternal and magillerial authority ; or 
that the hands and feet have a natural right to rule 
the head and heart. I giant that if all the people 
will rebel againft their rightful Sovereign, they are 
able 10 depofe and deftroy him. But arguing from 
might to right is the logic of a tyrant, a robber, and * 
mob ; not that of a man, a Cnriftian, and a Prote- 
llant. If all ihe fons of Adam bad plotted his de- 
ftrudion, ihey probably could have effefled it ; but 
their 
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their Iiavlng a power to fio, would have been no proof 
that they had a licence fo lo do- You may call this 
a '• Jacobite doflrine," Sir, but fuch a name doe! no 
more make it unreafonable, than your calling Mr. 
Weney a flaw, deprires him of his liberty. 

As ibis doftrine of power, fo far as power is, cxer- 
cifcd in fubordination to God's fupreiae dominion, is 
agreeable to reafon: fo it is to fcripiure. Search ihe 
facred records Sir. and you will fee, that (*<? -wio 
ref'fi tbi above defcribed patuir, refijt, not the ordi- 
nance of the people, bur the ordinarue 0/ Corf bimfcif, 
Rom. xiii. z. Kings, in ihe facrcd pages, are fa id to 
be the Ltrtti aminled, and not ihe anointed of rhe 
people; and the men of God informed u^, thai GaJre~ 
meveth iiigi and feUeth up t'ngt in his own righl, 
Dan. ii. II. 

Igrant, thai, when the Lord defigns to puniHi a 
nation, or a tyrant, he often fuffeis the people, or 
fome ambitious man from among the pcnple, lo ufurp 
his right, and to procure an unlawful coronation. 
Nor do I deny that, inlawful coronaiions, the Lord 
invites the people to fall in with his providi:ntial 
choice; and thai, roLiielimes, he brings his choice 
about by means of the people. But the fullcft con- 
currence of the people does not deprive him of his di- 
vine prerogaii*e. Hence it i*, that thePfalmift fays, 
htmolhn ^ainelh Kilhtr/rtm the eaU, nor from ibe -wefi, 
norytt jram the foulb. And^uby ? Godh the [fupremej 
Judge; He fuiletb dvviH one and fetttth uf anolber, 
ffal- Isxw, 7, 8. This is bU inconieaible ri§ht_ If 
the people therefore ftand in need of a rod of jron, 10 
biuife their ftubborn backs ; he may give them a 
[cruel] king in ih anger, Hof. xiii. u . Or what is 
ftill v/S'ie, he may fuffer [hem to fe[ o»et themfelves 
a tyrant, whole name is Legion ; fur they are many. 
And Legion will drive ihem into a fea of trouble, as 
fiercejf and asarbiirarily as a certain Legion formerly 
drove an herd of iluni, unruly animals into the fea of 
Galilee, May our American brcibren never be 

I'vcn over to fo dreadful a delufion 1. 
Ej If 
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If legiflatii'e, royal power afcend from ihe people. . 
iheLofd would not have eledteii Mofesio beihe Law- 
giver, and Jofliua lo be the Lender of Ifrael, witlioul 
fifH confuliing the twelve tribes. Nor would he have 
raifed them judges afterwards, wiihoui previoudy aik- 
ing their confenc. Much jefs would he have anointed 
Saul, David, Jehu, and others, to be kin^sover Ifraet 
in fo atbiirary a manner as he did, Toprovejour 
doflrine therefore, you mull appeal to the right ex- 
ercifed by fome lawlefs citizens, mentioned by our 
Lord, who unjtiIlly:i(iW their Sovereign, and faid, /^c 
luill not haiie this nan la. reign aver us, Luke \n. 14.' 
Arid, if you plcafe, lo this precedent you mayadd the 
example of ihofe phnrifaic Fickle patriots, who once 
infifted upon mating Cbrift their king, and afterwards, ' 
cried, IVe -uiill bave no king but Ccfar: lit Jefus ht 
irucijled. Prom the deligns ot fuch uneafy reli^ioniils, 
fuchm^ers and killers of kings, m»y God deliverthe 
king and hii domininns! Let a Theudas, a Barabbas, 
aCaiphas, inake infurreflions agatnll Cxfar, and raife 
mobs againft Chrift himfelfj but let not pious Chrif- 
tiang.whoiliflent from the Church of England, diOent 
from the prophets *nd apollles, wiien ihey fay, A^* 
fun, ftar thou the Lard, and the King, and meddle not 
iviib iht'/i ibat ere given ta change, Prov. xxiv. 31. 
Submit /a ihe king, as fupreme. — Ftar G«d: Honotirlbe 
King: — Yea bonour bim ivith thy fub fiance, by ftying 
tribute or taxes, not only far turalb, but for corifciencc 
fake, I Pet. ii. 13. &c. Rum, x.ii, 5. 6. Piov. iii. 9. 

The levelling fehenie, on which you found your 
doflrineof a right 10 equal' reprefcntation, is the rock 
itponwhich rigid republicans perpetually run. Againft 
this very rock many of the firft, over-doing proieftant* 
fiecred iheir courfe, and dafhed their ark in pieces. 
They had long groaned under popilh tyranny; and 
when the yoke, which had galled them for ages, was 
broken, tlisy did not know how loconiain ihemlelves. 
Like a high fpJrited hotl«, which lakes a mad gallop, 
and furiouUy leaps ever the bounds of his pafiure, 
into which it is turned after a long confinenient ; theji 
diGlaiiied alLtellraint. Nothing iTiort QUatnlefs pre- 
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' 'fteJingi feemed to them to deferve the name of iiieriy, 
Beeaufe ihey had rtiaken off the Antichrifiian yoke of 
ecclefiafticai tyrants, they concluded, that they had 
a right to fhake off the Chriftian yoke of civil 
governors. They paid atiunjuft tribute to the Pope 
no mors j and therefore, ihey would pay jnft taxes to 
ihcir Sovereigns no longer. In ihort, ihey aflerted 
that they had as much right in ihe legiflature as their 
Icgillalors. They brought on a general eleflion, at 
which ihej elected ihetnfelves lawgivers ; and, aa you 
may eafily concei»c, one of their firft laws was, thai 
goods fliould be common, thus they began, facire rem 
fuillcaia — tofmake a republic, a caninankuealih , in the 
fulleft feofe of the word. All things were theirs. They 
freretocallnomanmafieruponeatth. They were all to 
be literally kings with Chriil, and they anointed them- 
felves to reign with him a thoufand years. This 
fcheme could not fail to pleafe the pot-boilers in Ger- 
many, who had nothing to lofcj and it was highly 
applauded by thofe who hoped to gel more than they 
had. They rofe therefore in riotous mobs, to pro- 
clftira liberty to the captives, and to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord. They were to undo all 
heavy burdens, to break every yoke, to bind kings 
with chains and nobles wiih fetters of iron. They 
aftually began their levelling march, headed by fame 
well meaning enlhuliaffs, and by (bme deligning 
men, who like Cromwell, m»de their way to fupreme 
authority, by driking dreadful blows at all authority. 
And under pretence of al&ning tbi liberty lehere-wilb 
Cbriji bat made ui free , they eommilled all the out- 
rages which can be expected from a lawlefs populace, 
whomiftake licemiouQiefs for freedom. 

Tliis mifchief had began in the church. Some of 
the German reformets had, at times, fpoken fo un- 
guaidedly of the ceremonial law of Mofes, which St. 
Paul abfolutely difcards, as to pour contempt upon 
the morat law of Chcilt, which the Aponie firongly 
catoTce- Luther hijnfelf, in his zeal for falvaiion 
.wfilhout works, had been ready to burn iheepijlleof 
James, beeaufe it fpeaks honourably of Cfarill's 
royal 
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roy*l law, bj- which Chriftians rtiall (land o _ . 

ihej Aiall hcjujged (that is, juftified or condemiwdy 
accarJing la iheir luarki. When warm men had been 
taught 10 bid defiance to God's law, as well as to (in 
and Satan ; what wondet wa« it, if fome of tbem wenl 
beyond their teachers, and began to infer, that, as 
they were made free from the law of God, fo they 
were msde free from the law of the land. The tran- 
fiiLon from ecclefiaftical to civil antinomtanifm, is eafj' 
and obvioas : for, ai he that reverences the law of 
God, will naturally reverence the commandments of 
the King; To he that thinks himfelf tree from the 
law of the Lord, will hardly think himfell bound by 
the ftaimes of his Sovereign, 

This republican, mobbing fpirit, after having lof- 
fed Germany, began to agitate England. Permit me. 
Sir, to iranfcribe fome paffages from Billiop Burnet'i 
Hiftory of the Reibrmation. They refer lo my fub- 
jeS, and will throw much light upon it. 'At this 
time there were many Anahapiifts in feveral parts of 
England. They were generally Germans, whom the 
revolutions there had forced to change their feats. 
Upon Luther's fitft pteaching in Germany, there 
arofe many, who, building on fome of his principle*, 
carried things much tarther than he did.' — Here the 
hiftorian candidly obferves, that, although ihefe men 
were all called Aiabaftifls, becaufe ihey agreed to 
eiplode the bapiifm of infanta, they were not all of 
the fame temper. Some, fays he, 'were caJled the 
gentle or nkoderaie Anabaptifts. But others — denied 
•Imofl all the priaciples of the Chriilian dof^rine, and 
were m«n of fierce and barbarous tempers. They lutd 
broke out into a general revolt over Germany, and 
raifed the war called tbi rujiic ■via'- and polTefling 
ihemfeWes of Mtinftfr, made one of their teachefs, 
John of Leyden, their Iciag, under the title of King 
of the new Jerufalem.' 

* There was another fort of people, of whom ail the 
good men in that age made great compUinii^, Some 
there were called gofpelUrs, or readers of the gofpel, 
who were afcandal to tlie doflrine iliey profefil-di Sic. 
I do 
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I do tiol fini} any thing objefted lo tlicm, ai to their 
belief, fave only that the doflrine of Fred erti nation, 
having been generally tiiught by the Reformers, many 
of this fefl began lo make ftrange inferences from ii, 
reckoning, that Since every thing was decreed, and the 
decrees of God could not be frullrated, therefore men 
were to leave ihemfelvcs to be carried by the decrees. 
This drew fome into gieat impiety of life, &c. — One 
of the ill effefls of the difTiluienefs of people's man- 
ner! broke out violently this fummer (i 549O occalion- 
ed by the inclofing of lands. While the iiinnafteriea 
flood, there were great numbers of people maintained 
about thefe houfes, &c. But now the number of the 
people increafed much; marriage being univerfally 
allowed. They had alfo more lime than formerly, 
by the abrogation of many holidays, and the putting 
down of procellinns and pilgrimages; fo that as the 
numbers encreafed; they had niore lime than they 
knew how to bellow.' 

The Hillorian tells us nest, how the Popifh priefls 
availed ihemfelves of ihefe favourable circumftances, 
10 raife a dreadful rebellion in Devonlliire; and then 
he goej on thus : — " When (his commotion was 
grown to a head, the men of Norfolk rofe — being led 
by one Ktl, a Tanner. Thefe pretended nothing of 
religion, but only to fupprefs and deftroy the Gentry, 
and to raifi ibi Cemmns, and to put nnv coun/el/ors 
ithout iht King. They increafed mightily, and be- 
came twenty thoufand (Irong, but bad no order or 
difeipline, and contniilted many horrid outrages. — 
Ket alTumed 10 himfelf the power of judicature, 
and under an old oak, called from thence iht oak of 
the Re^trmaihn, did fuch juftice as might be expected 
from fuch a judge, in fuch a camp. — When the news 
of this rifmg came into Yorkfhire, the commons 
there rofe alio; being further encouraged by a pro- 
phecy, that there fhould be no king nor nobility iti 
England ; that the kingdom was to be ruled by 
four governors, chofen by the commons, wboftiould 
hold a parliament, in commotion, to begin at the 

Ilh and north-feas. They, at their litft liGng. 
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fired beacons, suid fo gathered the puBtry, as if it 
had been for the defence of the coad, and meeting, 
wkh two gentlemen, witli two others with tbein,, 
they, without an^ provocation, murdered them, and 
left their naked bodies unburied. At the fame time 
that England wasr in this comiBOtion, tbe news^ 
came that the French king bad fent a^ great army* 
into the territory of Boulogne ; fo that th« govern*- 
ment was put to mod extraordfnary ^ait^. There 
was a faft proclaimed in and about= London. Craa-^ 
mer preached on the fail day at court. — He chiefly- 
lamented the fcandal given, by many who pretesdecb 
a zeal for religion, but ufed that for a. cloak to dif-» 
guife their other vices. He fet before them, tbot 
irefh example of Germany, where people genieraU);^ 
loved to hear the gofpel, but had not amended their 
lives upon it; for which God had now, after many 
years forbearance, brought them under a fever«, 
icourge.' Hiftor. of the Ref. Book i. part ii* £d. 2. 
p. lie— ii8. 

From this quotation it appears, that the wild, re* 
publican fpirit which animated Ket and bis armv^ 
worked in thofe days juft as licefUtQus patriotiiai; 
works in ours. Ket, the great patriot, would re- 
drefs grievances. He raifed the commons y under pre- 
tence of putting nenjj counf^llors about the king He 
got the mob together as if it bad been for the defence 
of the coafiy or of public liberty. But his real defiga 
was probably to be one of the fmr go^uernors' cbofith 
by the commons^ who were to make an end of tke 
king and nobility in England^ and to turn the mo>- 
narchy into a republic. As for modeft John of Z4JI- 
den^ he got more than the name of Proteder ; for be 
was adtually proclaimed king. This fort of republi- 
can patriotifm leads therefore to honour, though thi» 
honour, like that of the German and EngUik level- 
,iers frequently ends in fliame. 

The wildnefs of this high republican fpirit having 
fixed a foul blot on the reformation in Germany; 
the latter reformers, to throw off the fliame, and to 
obviate the mifcbief of this delufiOA> tool^ parti- 
cular 
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TWlar notice of it in their cc»nfcffior§ of faith. Tho' 
you diffent from the church of England, Sir, yet 
as, it is prefumei], you pay a deference to whai are 
called her doflrinal Anicles, permit nie to (raiifciibe 
a pRrt of ihe jSih, whieh is levelled ai the levelling 
poi-bsilers of Germany, ar>d at Ihe dupes ol Kef, 
who haiJ taken upon himto difpofe of property un- 
der 7bi Oak of Rffirmalion jn England. " The 
riches and goods ol Clitiftiani are nnt common, as 
touching (he right, title, and pofT fli n ot the fame j 
as certain Anabapiills dofalftly boaft." 

Calvin himfelf, though a ftrong repuWican, was 
frighiened at the tapid progrefs of Ihl^ civil enthu- 
fiafm. Hence it is, that when he drew up a con- 
feflion of faith for the reformed churches of France 
and Geneva, he bellowed the two laft ariicles of it 
upon the error which our Americaa brethren and 
you, Sir, are runoing headlong into. As you are 
probably a perfeft ftranger to thefe articles, 1 Ihall 
faithfully tranfcribe them from my French Common- 
prayer book. 

'Art. XXXIX. We believe that Go^ will have 
the world to be governed by laws and civil powers, 
that the lawle& inclinations of men may be cut bed. 
And therefore /le has eftabliihed kingdoms and re- 
publics, and other forts of govenimeni [fome here- 
ditary and fome other wife] together with whaifoever 
belongs to judicature. And be will be acknow- 
ledged the author of government. To this end he 
has put the fword in the hand of rulers to punilh, 
rot only the fins which are committed againft the 
commandments of the fecond table ; but alfo thofe 
which ate committed againft the precepts of the tirft 
table. We ought then, not only to bear, for his 
fake, that rule lliould have dominion over us; but 
it is alfo our bounden duly 1:0 honour them, and to 
efteem them worthy of all reverence; confidering 
them as GgifT lietitenanis and officers, which /^r has 
commiflioned to execute a lawful and holy com- 
■oidion. ' 

Art. 
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Art. XL, 'We maintain therefore, that we are 
ioundw obey their laws and (taiuiei, to j>trj tribute, 
taxet, and ether duties, end to bear the yoke of obe- 
dience freely, and with good will ; though they 
iliould be unbelievers; provided the fupremedomtm- 
on of God be preferved in its fiill extent. And 
therefore, wcdeiejl the nun' [he means republican le- 
vellen] ' who rejefl fuperioriiie*, introduce commu- 
nity and confulion of property, and overthrow the 
order of juftice.' 

Sir, you are a Calvinifl. You followr the French 
refornner when he teaches the abfolute reprobation, 
and unavoidable damnation, of myriads of poor 
creatures yet unborn : Oh! forfalre him not, when 
he follows Chrift and teaches that God [not tfa% 
people] is to be acknowledged the author of power 
and government, and that we are bound to bear 
cbearTully for bis fake, the yoke of fcripiural Tub- 
je£lion to our governors. Reprefent no more this 
honourable, divine yoke as abjeft llavery. And, in- 
ftead of inlinuaiine; that the king and parliament 
are robbers hecauje they lay a moderate tax upon 
their American fubjeftsi help Mr. W. toundeceive 
thoTe, whom the uneaf/ levellers of the day work 
up to almoft as high a degree of republican wild- 
nefi, as John of Leydea and Ket worked up the 
German and EngliJh mofos two or three hundred 
years ago. So will you fticw yourfelf a true minifier 
of the prince of peace, and a wife protellant, who 
like Cranmer and Calvin, ought equally to level his 
doftrine at a tyrant and a mob ( and to pour like 
contempt upon the republican vanity of a tanner 
who ailumes the dignity of law-giver under ibe Oak 
«f Refurtaation, and upon the imperial pride of a 
monk, who from St. Peter's bumble chair, pom- 
poufly holds out hi* foot, to meet the adoration of 
proftrate princes. 

Be intreaied. Sir, to re£tify your falfe notions of 
liberty. The liberty of Chiidians. and Britons, does 
rot confift in bearing no yokej but in bearing « 
yoke made cafy by a gracious Saviour aad a ^ra- 
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ms fovereign. A John of Leyden msy promire to 
make us firll lawlefs, ihen legiflaiors, and king?, 
and, hy his delufivc promires, he may raife ui [o — 
a fool's paradife, if not to — the gallows. But a 
true deliverer and a good governor fays to our rcft- 
lefs, [anlinoinians] fpirits, Cqik unle mt, ami ! itiill 
givtjou rijt. Fur taj ^akt is e\sv andny burpek 
II LicHT. Wecanhuvcnoreft in the church, but 
under Chrift's eafy yoie j no reft in the (late, but 
under the ea/i yoke of our rightful fovereiM. To 
aim It breaking this yoke, becauTe we bavefome ob- 
jeflion to the mini(ter or the kin?, is as great a 
piece of folly, as fur the ctew of a ftiip to aim at 
cutting the rigging and deftroying the rudder of the 
jhip in which they fail, becaufe they have a pique 
againll the pilot or the captain. Suppofe they Ihould 
be fo unhappily foiiunaie as to fucceed, whic will 
they gain by their fuccefs.' Will they be belter able 
to bear the iDlTin^ of the next ftorm? Will ihey not 
beat the mercy ot every wavej — the fport of every 
blaft; — ready to be dafhed againft every rock? 

I am fo fully convinced of the truth and import- 
ance of Calvin's two laft articles of religion, that, 
though I have for years checked his errors, i^ 
I had the wings of the lightning, and a voice likL- 
ihunder, 1 would thisinllant, Ihootmyfelf acrofs the 
Ailantick, and preach Iiis loyal doftiine to our de- 
luded brethren. 

A feed of the error of the republican Anabaptifts 
has remained in England ever fince the Reformaiionj 
and the fiery real of fome Independents, and later 
Anabaptifts was the chief ladder, by which artful 
Cromvrfll clirifaed to the hnght of fupreme power, 
under pretence of forming a common-weakh. That 
you may not charge me with mifreprefsniaiion, I 
fliall draw my proof from the Rev. Mr. Buster's 
life, written by himfelf. His leltimony is worih 
that of twenty other authors, becaufe he had fevif 
equals in his time for piety, wifdom, moderaiion, 
abundant labours, and mirillerial fuccefsj ami he- 

lofe be n-as an eye-witnefs of many things which 
F he 
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^« relates; ha nog beca chaplain to a regiment of 
horfe in Crofaw.eH*s army; a place this, which he 
accepted chiefly with an intention to oppofe by his 
preaching the. hcaddrong republican fpirii of thofe 
inen, who, after having taken up arms with a de- 
lign to redrefs, grievances and oppofe arbitrary power, 
bo^e th.enj w(i(E an. intention of putting down hie- 
rarchy, and n)QnArcliy together. Baxter fa. led in his 
attempt, partly- thr am gb the forbidding coldnefs, 
xvith which Cromweii looked upon him, and partly 
by < feveji'e.fit of^&rknefs, \^ hie h. obliged him. to leave 
the army when ,his moderation was moft wanting 
there. The. following extra^ is taken, from a folio 
volume printed in London 1696, intitled " Reliqua 
Baxterian^^ or. Mr. Raxter^s Narrative of the mofi 
mtmrqhle Pajff'figes of his .Life and Times,** 

Page 26. Having loUi as; that wJiat haftened on 
the; war, on the lide of the ParJiament, was^i.^ 
•' I'he people* s. injifi reijon . th^t adhered to them: 
(Z.J The impriideivce.and violence of fome members 
in rhe houfe, who went too high, &c." 

He explains what he means by. the people's inSfcre* 
//o« thus :——.** Some. were yei more indifcreet: the 
remnant of. the. old . Separatists and Anabaptifts in 
London was then,; very fn^all,' and icarce- confider^« 
ble a but they were enough to;{tirup. the younger 
fort of religions people to fpeajc too vehemently — 
againft the bifhops and the church — and all that 
was againft their minds.-r-Thefe ftiired up the ap- 
prentices to join with them in petitions, and to go 
in great numbers to prefent them : As they went 
ihey met with fome of the bilhops in their coaches 
going to the houfe^and (as is uifual. with the.pai** 
fionate and indifcreet, when they -are:, in great com- 
panies) they too much forgot civility and cried,, m 
hijhops.] — P. ay. When>at laft the king.forfook the 
citjf, thefe tumults were the principal caufe alledged 
by him > as if h© hitnfelf had n^t been fafe** [in the 
nidffi of thefe mobbing . petitioners ] *• Thus radi at* ^ 
tempts of beadllrong -people do work againft the 
.j^jood e.n^s wjtich they themlielves intend. -^Qv^ri/om^ . 

is 



( -55 ) 
rs the ordinary way o^ undoing. And fome membef* 
of the houfe did cherilh thcfe diforders; and be- 
caufe the fubjedls have Hb^riy to. petition, they made 
nfe of this liberty in a difoiderly way. — Soine par- 
ticular members concurred A^ith the Uefires of the 
rmprudent reformiers, who were for 'no iefs thantWe 
utter extirpation of the biihops and Liturgy.^Thofe 
members, &c. did mtich encourage the petitiorters, 
who, in a diibrderly manner, iabouredtoctfe^it./ 

Page 39. ••* I make no doubt but the he^dlnefs 
and rafhnefs of the younger unexperienced foil of 
religious people, made many parli^^ment iiten and 
miniders Overgo themft^lves, to kdep ^ace *with thoib 
hoifpur's; no doubt but much mdifcretion appeared-, 
and worie than nidi fcreti on, in the tumultuous (Peti- 
tioners, and mtich (tn was -committed in the dtfhij- 
nouring of ihe king, and provocation of him.-^Bui 
thefe thingt came pi^incipally from the fedlarian fpi- 
jit, which blew the coafe among foolilh apprentices: 
And as the fe£lartes increased, §0 did this infolencc 
increafe. " 

Page 50, yi . *' Whbn the court news-book told 
the world of the fwarms^ of Anab&ptifts in our arj> 
mies, we thought it had been a mere lie^ becatife 
it was hot fo with us. — But when I dame to the 
army, ^itiong Cromweirs foldiers, I found a new 
face of things, which 1 never dreamt of* I heard the 
plotting heads very hot upon that, which intimated 
their intention to fubvert both church aod date. 
Independency and anabaptidry were moft prevalent . 
— A few proud felf-conceited, hot-headed fedariea 
had got into the higheft places; and were Crom- 
well's chief favourites, aod by chetr very heat and 
a6ii vhy bore down the r^ft, or carried them along 
with them, and were the foul of the army, though 
much fewer in number than the reft; being indeed 
not one in twenty throughout the army; their 
ftrength bemg in the general, &c. I perceived that 
they took the king for a tyrant, and an enediy, and 
really intended abfolutely to mafter him, or to niia 
him. —They faid, what were the lords of England,. 
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t Conqueror's colonels ; or the ba- 
bul Ells majors? or ihe knighli, but hi* cap- 
' Per fat aul /lefas, by law or wuhout il, they 
refolved to uke down — all lliat diil withiland 
iheir way. The mod honoured ihe Separatilb, Ana- 
bgpiijts, and Anilnotniani; but Cromwell and hii 
council took on them to join ihcmfelves lo no party, 
but to be, for x.\it liherly of all," 

Page 53. " My life among them (Cromwell's fol- 
diers) was a daily contending againft feducers. — J 
(ound that many honeft men of weak judgtnents, 
&c. had been feduced into a diCputing vein, and 
made it too much of their religion to lalk for this 
opinioo or for that; fonietinies for flaie-democracy. 
and fomeiimei for church-deinociacy. — 1 was almoll 
always, when I had opportunity, difputlng with one 
or another of them; fometimes for our civil-gofern- 
nient, and fomefimes for church-government- forne* 
limes for infant-bapiifm; and often againll aniino- 
mianifm, and the contrary extreme. Uut their mofi 
frequeni and vehement difputes were for liberty of con- 
fcience, as they called it; thai is, that— every man 
might tioi only bold, but preach and do, in matters of 
fe]igion,whaihepleafed, &c—Becaufe1 perceived that 
it was a few men that bore the bell, that did all the 
hurt among them, 1 acquainted myfelf with thofe men, 
nnd 1 found that ihey were men that hadlieenin Lon- 
•fon, hatched up among the old Separalifts, &C. 

Fage ;6, 57. " 1 found that if ihe army had but 
had iiiinilfers enough that would have done but 
Inch a little at I did, all their plot might have been 
broken, and king, parliament, and religion might 
have been prefcrved. Therefore 1 fent abroad to 
get fome more miniders among them, but I could 
gel none, ^allmiirjb and DeU were the two great 
preachers at the head-quarters. — When any troop ov 
company was to be difpofed of — he [Cromwell] waa 
fure 10 put a fetlary in the place; and when the 
biunt of the war was over, he looked not fo much 
SI their valour as at their opinions: fo thai by do- 
nees he had headed the greaieil part of the array 
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Vrith Anabaptifts, Antinomiansf See. and all thePe he 
tied together by the point of liberty of confciehce, 
rwhiich was the coinnvon intereft in which they did 
unite. — Yet did he not openly profefs wh^t opf- 
nion be was of himfelf ; but the mod that he faid 
for any, was anabaptifm and antinomiamftii, which 
he ufually feemed to own. — He would not difpiite 
(with me) at all, but he would in gooddifcouffe 
very fluently pour out hiaifelf in the extolling oifret- 
grace.'' . 

Page 58. ** I called the minifters again togetti^r 
who had voted roe into the army; I told 'thedt that 
the forfaking of the army by old miniftersy and ttfc 
negled of fupplying their places by others, bttrf* tin*- 
done US; — that the active fevilarics were the fniall^ft 
part of the army among the common foldlers, but 
Cromwell had lately put fo many of them Intb'fii* 
perior conimand, and their induilry wis fo'-fnuch 
•greater than- others, that they vr^rt like to bav^ their 
will; That whatever obedience they • preluded, I 
doiobt^ not but they. wo«ld pull do^n all thstfllood 
jn the/r wayj in ftate and chUroh, botb kittgi^^Jarlia - 
ment, and minifters, and fet up themfclves'A ttoXd 
them thit for this little that I hnve done" [^^^f^J^ffg 
the highrcpuhltcanff'irit] •* I hjvc vcntui^d niy-lifi. 
— The wars being now ended, I was dontideAif'they 
would fhordy ftiew tlieii; purpofes, «nd fefiujf f6r 
themfelves." - • '> 1 . .. i^ • -• v 

Page 59, &c/ Baxter tells t^ that) wheitthe^foy- 
ahils were all killed or fcattoptcK atid-fhdktftg biAfifdf 
taken prifoner, Cromwell began to ferve the parlia- 
ment as he had done the king; availing himfelf of the 
abfolute power he had over the army, by the Influence 
of the hotrheaded (eioUkries whoi^ \a; had pcoiiiofed ; 
forae of whom were caUed Agitai^^f; and astbey new 




CromwtU had taiught his j^gitators to govern, and 
covld MH ea^y ont^ch it tbem again, there arofe-a 
party, who adhered to thfcf priitciplcs of thefr VTg-;*^'^- 
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meni af iht ^inple," [upon the high republican plan] 
" which luiled not with his defignsr And to make 
them odious, he denominflled ihem LfuelUrs, a* i^ 
ihe^ intended to * level men of all qualities and ef- 
taies,— At laft they rendexvous at Burford loniake 
head flgainft him. But Cromwell had prefently hi« 
brother Delborough, and Ibme other regiments, read^ 
10 futprife them there intheirouariers, before they 
could get their numbers togetnet: So tbai above 
I joo being fcaitered and taken, and fome Qain, the 
Lievelleis' war was crushed in the eg^." 

Page 64. *' The kingdom being thus takenout of the 
way, Cromwell lakes on him to be for a common- 
wealth (but all in order 10 the fecurity of the good 
people) till he had removed the other impediments 
which were yet 10 be removed; fo that the rump" 
[that is the reft of ibe hoidfe of commons, whom 
Cromwell l\itl allowed to &i, ufier he hnd turned out 
the members who difpleafed him moit] " prefcntljr 
drew up a form of engagement, 10 be put upon 
;ill men, viz. (I lit praoHJe ta he lru4 lutd failbful m 
the eammamutiitb. as it is ns.Tu eJiabUfotd wilbaut a 
king, QT baaje ofkrds.'\ So we muft lake the rump 
for aneftablilhed comiiun wtaJth, and pioniUi: Gdeli- 
ly to them." 

la ttie iollowing pages, Baiter tells us bow Gronr- 
well put down the rump at lafl, sod, p. 74, he 
givei this account of the manner in which he fap- 
ibei laid afkic his trufty fFiends the- AnabapiilU, who 
had done him (b much (etvice. " The feflatian 
party 



• Qs"^i Did Crooi well ibfoluielT wiong thtm when be Ti id 
■hit ! I> It niH piebiblc ihii fomc ai ihem kioed to ibe le< 
velliDB piintipki ot the hcidlliang Antbtptilli ^ Wii ic nat 
wtiEo the Ai;kbiptiai> wcu iBolt In fUTHui, ititi F.aglaud fiw 
a chuicb wiiboui biDLopF, i piLliinicDt wiihoQI loidt, ind > 
king wilhaut iheid? And ^teieiiat ihtfi: Ioidc importiDillepi 
tikcn io»iLdsLeviKii:g t.ibiptiftry ; ihonghCcomwcll'i im- 
bitioii ptcvanted republitkni «ad Ictcllen fcom pintccdiag 13J 
Iiillici, i> Baxlei fooD obfcivci ! 
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^t^uty in his army and elfewhere, he [Cromwell] 
ebiefly trufted to and pleal'ed, till, by the people'* 
fubmiiTion and quieinefs, he thought himlelf well 
fettled; and then he began lo ondermine them, and 
bv degrees to work ihem out: And iboueh hehad 
lo efien fpoke for the Anabaptifts, now he lindetb 
them fo heady, arid fo much againft any fettled go- 
vernment, and fo fet upon the promoting of their way 
and party, that he does not only begin to blametheir 
HDTulineU, hut a\(6 defigneth to letile himlelf in the 
people's favour by fuppretSng ihera. In Ireland 
they were grown fo high, that the foldier! were, many 
of them rebapiized as the way to preferment; and 
ihofe that oppofed them, they cruftied withmuchun- 
charitable fiercenefs. Tofupprefs thefe, he fent thither 
his fon Henry Cromwell, who fo difcotin tenanted 
ibe Anabaplifta, as yet to deal civilly with them, re- 
preiUng (heir infolencies; — and major general Lud- 
low, who headed the Anabaptifts in Itelnnd was fain 
10 draw lit' his head. In England Cromwell con- 
uived at hit old fciend Harrilon, while he mad« 
liimCelT the heul ai the Anabaptifts and fanatics 
hetx, till he kw it would be an scceptable thing 
to the Nation to fupprefs him, and then he does it 
eaftly in a trice, anu maketh him contemptible, who 
but yeilerday thought hinifelf not much below him." 
From this AiDri account of the reign of the Rump, 
and the craft of Cromwell, it is evident, that the 
high, republican fpirit, and the injudicious zeal of 
feitarjesf cfpecially of the Anabaptifts and the An- 
linomians, were the chief means, by which that am- 
bitious man sfcended the feat of fupreme power. 
And I wiih. Sir, thatyour injudicious, well-meant 
seal, may not prove a fpur, or a faddle to fomc am- 
bitious, falfc patriots, who under pretence of mount- 
ing the great horfe Libiriy, to fight our battles, and 
deliKer us from what you call " abjefl flavery," will 
ride over us with as liitle ceremony as Cromwell did 
over King Charles, the parliament,, and ihe^ rump. 

Berore 1 take my leave uf Baxtet, permit me la 
tcanfcribe whaihelays coaceming thedri^inc/^i'wer: 
I ac- 
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I BCcidenlally finJ it in lurning over his book for lie I 
preceding quoiaiionsj and his judgineni, which ex- ' 
aflly coincides willi mine, confirms me, in the fenii- 
ments which I have exprefied in the beginning of ) 
Ibii letter. 

Page 41. " For the parliament's caufe the prin- I 
cipal writing was, Ohfir-vaiims written by Mr. ' 
Parker, a lawj^er: but 1 remember Tome principles, | 
which, I think he mifappiied, \\r.. That the King 
w/ing'iKi major, but univer/r mner, (fapeihr tovvery I 
oneothis ruhjetts, but interior to the colleflive body I 
of all;] thai he rtcei'jelh hit fmiver from ibe peafle , Sec . I 
For 1 doubt not to prove, that hia power is lb immedi- ' 
aiely from God, as that there is no recipient between 
God and him, to convey it to him; only, a.i the 
King [by his charierj maketh him a Mayor or Bailiff I 
wham the corporation chufes; So God, [by his taw, ' 
as an inftrument] conveyeth power 10 that perfon, or { 
I'smily, whom ihe people conlent lo; and their con- 
lent is but a landitio Jint qua nan; and not any proof 
that ihey are the fountain of power, or that ever the 
goireroing power was in ihemf and therefore, for my 
p>rt, i am fatished, that all politics err, who tell us 
of a Majejias realis in the pe<'ple, as didina from the 
Majcfiai perfonalii \t\ the governors. And though it 
be irue, that quo aA nalaralem ionitairrn. Sec. [with re- 
fpeit to natural goodnefs, &c,] ihe king is uni^irfi 
minor [inferior to the whole body of bis fubjcCIs] — yei 
U to goixr^i^ power [which is ibe thing in queilion] 
the Icing is, as va the people univerfis major, as well 
m finguUs, — [fuperior to the whole body ol his ful>- 
jeCU, aa well as to every one of ihein j For it the 
^parlianieni had any legillative power, it cannot be 
B5 they are the body of the people, Hz. but it is as the 
'Coniliiuiion twitlech thciu into me government. For, 
if once legiilaiioo [the chief >3 ot governnient} be 
denied to be any part of govcinmeui at all, and af- 
.finaed lo heboid lotbe penple as fuch, who are no 
governors, all gu'Virnimnl loi!! tlxuhy he at/iri/jratcn." 
• ll tiaxitr he right here [and 1 believe you cannot 
piove liim to be wrunjj] is tt not evident, Sir, that when 
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you inrinuate, every one. who is a frie agtnt or h»s 
a -will of bis tnun, or boils a pal, ought to have st piace 
in the legiflaiure, before he can be properly fubjefled 
to taxation, anii, of confequence, to the laws, 70U 
countenance one of ihe moll (lan|ernBs principles of 
the levelling Anabaptifts ? — a principle -mhereby all 
gonernmenl may he cverthraton by thole, who know 
how to draw jull confequences from falfe premlflei. 

To return : 

You fay, Sir. that your opponent is a (lave, becaufe 
he chearfully fubiiiirs to laxalion without having a 
direct reprefentative in parliament. But who is the 
greated (tavei Mr. Wefley, or the tools of lawlefs 
pairiotlfm? Have we not feen ihefe dupes turned by 
iheir error, not only into defpicable (laves, but into 
a new fpecies of doraeftic animals? Have we not feen 
them worked up 10 fuch a pitch of delufion, as to re- 
fufe, with leonine liercenefs, the eafy, honourable 
yoke of their Sovereign's auibority, and to account it 
an honour to lake the place of coach-horfej, and ta 
draw, with afminc meaunefs, the ehatiois of theii 
new ttiumphatorsf 

What ranks have they regarded, when they have 
poured themfelves along by thoufands in our flreets? 
Have they paid any reipeft to our noblemen? Have 
they reverenced the king himfelf? Nay, have ihey 
not gloiied in their tyrannical coniempt of his fcepirc 
ami perlbn? Have they not treated him, as a well- 
bred gentleman would be afiiamed to treat his groom? 
Have they not followed him with fcurrilous hillinp, 
when he rode with a pomp becoming the firft Lcgifla- 
tor in the kingdom? And to add the poignancy of 
conlraft 10 their ferpenline fpovl, have they not filled 
the iky wiihllioutsofapplaufe, when they have graced 
ihe popular triumphs of his avowed oppofers? What 
prefs has not groaned under the invetlives, which 
their imperious tribunes have cad upOn the legitlalive 
power? What periodical paper has not been foiled 
with the unjuft farcaftic blots, which thefe plebeian 
diflators have fixed upon the miniilec who pilots us 
'' :ough the locks, which they throw in the way of 
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I i«ur peace and prufperiiy^ Becaufe tlie parlianxnt 

I fWOuij not be carried away by ibe torrent of their 

I'Iboillerous orntnTy, has not thnt venerable body been 

~ .inl'ulted, heSoftil, bullied? Have they not aitempted 

I no lord it over the King hiiiifelff Have they not infilled' 

I Von fais fittingon the throne, chat when heappearedin 

I 4lie greatell height of royal dignily,they might appear 

I his luperiora, and pour upnn his anointed head the 

indcccni floods of iheir lordly renionlhanees ? Have 

I 'they nnt Ib^tpened tlieir tongues like I'words, and 

' itheir pens like fpears, Iportively to wound liim through 

' -ibe fide of his minifter( And have not thofewho have 

[ done ii wiih the greatcft boldnefs, been prcpofteroufly 

cried up as the gteateft patriots? In fhori, has not 

I l»iing fubjrfls, vindicating ihe legidarive power, 

I iprotefiing our merchants, and making a Hand againft 

-the iniptiuoas ovefflowings of popular rage in St. 

•George's fields and inBofton — has not, I Tay, this coiu- 

mendaUe holding of the reins of government, been 

lepieleniedas tyranny— felony — robbery — murder ? 

■ If Ihefe men dare to lake fuch aAonilliing liberties 

with their Sovereign, how will they treat their fcUow- 

fubjcfls, how will they handle you and me, ftiould 

ihey be fuffered to ftep into the Sovereign's place ? If 

ihe king in the midft of his guards, can but juft keep 

them from treading his honour in the duft ; what will 

ihey not be able to do to us, who refufe to ^9 wili 

them lo the Jiime cxttji tf TiQl P How iliallwe elcape, if 

we fall into the power of their guards — their armies of 

pot-boilers? Thofe Tritons, who have turned tbem- 

felves into • heafis, to draw the chariots of their fenii- 



Iiwral Sovereign. And St. P&al Tiff, Ihii he " I'aughi 1 
■KirTaat EpheriH," bcciufe he ntrrowly efoqieil being 
in piecei by i he mob there. If the ResJerwIli lee »n »(lir 
. ble piftuie or ihe bealti, with which the itHidlc foughi. 
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goch, will probably endeavour to turn us into birds* 
to make us adorn the triumphs of their goddeffest 
Licenthufnefs, and Antinomian Liberty .» and we ilia 1 1 
poffibfy think ourfelves well off, if we come out of 
their bands ftript of our money, watch, and clothes ; 
and covered with tar, feathers, and infamy. 

They have already given us tokens of what we may 
expert from their lawlefs patriotifm, fhould it prevail 
everywhere as it has done in fome places. Not to 
mention the King's officers, who have efcaped with 
the utmoft danger of their life in Bofton : — not to 
dwell upon the cafe of Mr. Chriftie, a rich Britifli 
merchant, whom the provincial congrefs of Maryland 
is reported to have fined and banilhed for ever, for 
writing a confidential,' guarded letter to a friend, 
which contained nothing improper : — not to mention, 
I fay, thefe, and the. like tyrannical proceedings in 
Ameiica ; have not thofe, who live under the imme- 
diate protection of the Sovereign in London,' fek the 
iron fceptre of King mob ? Has not that tyrant, whoj 
with his hundred arms, threw our goods into the fea 
in fight of Bofton — has not that many-headed tyrant, 
I fay, deftroyed that part of our houfes in London, 
which the miinie implements of impotent rage could 
break in pieces ? And, as if it had not been enough 
to, attack and injure us in our ihips and * houfes ; 

hAve 



* It' is nofc in Lpo^jon and Bofton only, that ihi^ tyrannical fpi'*. . 
rit breaks Qut. It' probably naakes its. appear a nee in moftAmek.i» 
can cities. PhUade;lphia is the feat of religious liberty and bco-. 
therly love pp ciiore.- Perfecuting tyraany and fierce infoJeace^ 
openly patrol'4n the once free and. peaceful ^ity*. One of my pa- 
rifbjopers, wboi .went to fettle there, fend« hisrtriends word^ jthat. 
the day 9n..whicn a fad was. kept to obtain fuccefs up^n theanna 
of the Provinc^ials; bis windows wei^ei broken- liy ;tne mob,.be~.;.,; 
caule bi^ religions principles did not pemxit him to faft owAifii , ' 
anpccaiion, andbecaufe he quietly taught hi^ fcholars to read 
thefcripfuinet^ A vociferous mob haanoears,- though it has arms 
and tongues more than enough; or elfe.the pacificfuiTerer might * 
have made his godly perfecutor^ afhamed ojVtheir devotions, by, .. 

I fetting 
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have ihey not depHved us of our iocomoiive liberty ? 
Have they not infolently flopped us in the ftreew, snd 
OB the highway? Have they not taken a lemporarjr 
pofTeJlian of our coaches and doors, to mark theai 
with their infuUing numbers, and with the names of 
their principal agenis ? Have they not wantonly flig- 
matized our back, and chalked us out for laughiag- 
fiocks } Have they not lified their handi againft the 
peers of the realm ? Have they not, without judge or 
jury, burned one of iheni in farcaftic effigy } Have 
they not infulted the prime minifter in fight of the 
' fenate-houfe ( Have ihey not mobbed the fitft magi- 
Araie of the ciiy of London in the manlion-houfe j 
and ahiiofl mobbed the king iiimfelf in his own pa- 
lace ? And all this, under pretence of liitriy / O Sir, 
if this is the beginning of liberty, how dreadful will 
be the end! Is not the tyrannical Scylla, upon whom 
you fo eagerly pulh us, more dreadful than even tha 
Charibdis, from which you fancy we are in fo great 
danger ? What unprejudiced citizen would not prefer 
the light yoke of the prefeni goveriunent, to the pon- 
derous yoke of fuch anarchy ? And what undefigning 
Britons will not [upon fecond thoughts] chufe to ho- 
nour King George, rather than to iremblc and fall 
down before King mab ? 

Should you do ihefeobfervations juflice, t hope, Sir, 
you will fee, thai, to overdo, inron/iiru/wna/doftrines, 



felting hli fcholirs lo nx6. If. Iviii. 4. " Behold, je f«ll for llrife 
■addebite, ani) 10 fnite with (he Sll of wickedocfi ; ye Ihill 
not fill » yedothiiday, to mike joar voice tobe hctrd en high. 
Iiit fuch tfatt ihtt I biKchofcnr' Thi< text rriglit titvefuUH 
therolcinnlly ;aaJcri thifolljiwing hid bcea judged Itill more 
. pioper: "Rebuke ibe coiDptny of the fpFinncD, ihe muliiiude 
>f tbe buIU, with the ctlvei or Ibe people, till every one fubmit 
limfelfwiihoieceiof lilver! fcttiei ihou the people ih»t delight 
n war," Pfil. Iiviii. 30. My lite piriitioaer "»» ool the only 
me, who wn injuied od ihit memorible day, among others, 1 

lit goodt brokea by (lie aew king for thai o»eace, lo tbe a- 

bMDBn «f (BUT pOVBlh. 
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" is as dangerous to the ftate as to overdo in fvatrgelical 
doctrines, is perilous to thecbureb. If wemifs tlie me- 
dium of wifdam and moderation, it little matters whe- 
ther we mifs it, by going out of the way on the right 
hand, or on the left : iidses not lignify, which of ihe 
two we countenance in the church ; — Pharifaifm, or 
Antinomianifm : it is indifferent which of the two we 
fet up in the ftate j — an arbitrary king, or an arbitrary 
mob. Nay, 1 repeat it ; of thetwo political estremes, 
the latter is fo much worfe than the former, as it is 
more dreadful to be under the dominion of mUlians of 
lawlefs ijrants, whom you may meet every where, 
and who inflame, Ikreen, and hide one another; ifaan 
to be under the dominion of one lawlels tyrant, who 
can be but in one place; and who ftands fo ejtpofed 
to public view, that he cannot, without folly, hope 
10 conceal his enormities. 

But thanks be to divine Providence, and to the wif- 
doni of our anceftors, our conftitulion (JefeSiiis as 
you reprefeni it) difplays the happy medium between 
the high, monarchical extreme ; and the high, repub- 
lican extreme. Hence it is, that our liberties are al- 
ternately ftruck ai, on the riglii hand, by hwlef: 
kings; and on the left, by lawlefs mobs. But the 
balance is wifely kept by thetwo houfes of parliament, 
whofe moft important and delicate hniinefs is [if I 
miltake not] to hinder the fcale of the king from un- 
conftitutionally outweighing that of the people, as 
arbitrary monarchs could wifh ; and to prevent tl;e 
fcale of the people from making that of ihe king kick 
nie beam ; as tyrannical. mobs dcfire. The prefent 
king follows llie laws, as his royal anceilois have 
done before him. He lakes no capital ilep without 
his parliament; and therefore, at prefent, we are 
under no danger on his fide. But I cannot fay this of 
the people; they are inflamed by defigning or enihu- 
fiaOical republicans^ they avowedly bieak the laws; 
l^ey glory in doing it: they take up anns againft ihe 
■ Kiog and parliament : ihey commit outrages. Tliert- 
Mi^e kU out danger is, at prefent, from king Moh -, 
G tnk 
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anil this lianger i> To much ihe greater, as 
Ifniers amone us, who Were <juiet in the li 
HniJ thought tneRifelvM happj" under the pro 
ilie toleration- a tl, grow reftlers, begiti oijenly to 
countenance their djflaiisfied brethren in America, 
and milte it a point oF eonfcience to foment divifions 
in the kingdom. Whether the/ do il merely Troin a J 
brolherl)' regard to the Cobnifts, who chiefly worlhip 
God according to thediffenting plan j or whether they 
hope, ihat a revolution on the conlinent. woufd be I 
naturally productive of a revotmion in England j that ' 
a revolution in the flnie here, would draw after it a 
revoliltion in [he church ; and that, if the church of ' 
England was once lliaten, the tlifflenling churches ,1 
among us might raiie (hemfelves upon her riiins : 
w-helher, I fay, there is fomcihing of this under the ! 
«-fy of Jlatitrj anil robbery that you fet up, isa deep 1^ 
<jueftion, which you, Sir. and fomeof your luarwad- J 
mirers, can determine Ut beiier than f. I 

■ Il is thf cuftom of moft controvenitls, toraifeava- ] 
Tiiiy of objeflions ngainll the fyrtera of ihoir oppo- * 
nen", whilft ihej- oveilook the greateft ditfieulttM 
which aitend their own fyftcni. Left you fliould 
ihtnk, Sir, thatl follow this difingennous method, I ' 
will now anfwer the grand queftion which you propofe 
to Mr. Wefley. " If every man who is taxed with- 
out his confent is not a Have, wherein conlifU the dif- 
ference between fllvery and liberty 



fiaves, hairing nothing at all, can never be laxed. 
When they wotk, their mailers receive the wages ; 
when they bear children, they bear them for ilieir 
mailers-, their own body is the property of another. 
Since thereforethey have no property, toiallt of their 
being taxed with, or without their confeni, is abfurd. 
Hut if, by a Jlavi, ybu mean a fubjeft opprelTed 
by a tyiannicol Sovereign ; 1 reply that the differ- 
ence between fncfa Daves and the fubjefls of Great- 
Britain. 



If you mean by a flavc, one who is bought with 
s the Negroes are by the Colonid?; your 
. unwife, for every body knows, that fuch 
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Britain, who have no ftiare in the legiflaiion, is pro-' 
digious. A flave [in this fenfe of the word] is not 
only taxed as happy fubjedts are ; but be is taxed 
without proportion, without judgment, and without 
naercy. The taxes laid on him > are fo many and fo 
heavy, that he can hardly bear the burden, fuppofing 
he does not quick fink under it. — If he difTenis from 
the eftablilhcd mode of worfliip, he cannot ferveGod 
according to his confcience, without being didurbed 
and infulted by a propfaane populace, who are coun- 
tenanced and encouraged by perfecuting magiftrates. 
Nay, it is well, if be is not profecuted, fined, im- 
priloned, or put to death. — If he is conmiitted to jaiU 
he can never be bailed out on any occafion. — If he '\% 
feat to prifon ever fo unjufily, be can recover no da* 
mages for falfe imprifonment. — If he is wronged of 
bis property, ia a variety ofcnfes, at the peril of his. 
life, he dares not complain. — If he is nialicioufly rob- 
bed of his good name, he cannot recover it bylaw,, 
together with fuitable damages. — If his bed is defiled^ 
he can get no fatisfadlion for that capital injury. — His 
houfe can be forcibly entered into at any time. — H« 
is obliged to work fo long for the Sovereign gratis^ 
that he cannot mind his own bufmefs. — If he is wan- 
tonly ftruckby a great man, there is no law for him; 
and the wifeft thing which he c^an do, is to fay no- 
thing.— If he is murdered, little or no notice is taken 
of it: a plebeian aiTairin can eafilv make his efcapej^ 
and noboby dares profecute a noble murderer. — If he; 
freely fpeaks his mind, either upon religious fubje6lS|, 
or political affairs, he is fummoned before an eccle-j 
fiaffical or civil inquifitor; and it is well if he efcapes 
with the reprimand, which a chief magiftrate in a 
mild republic gave to a gentleman of my acquaintance^ 
who modeftly hinted at a method of redrefling aa 
avowed grievance. '' Who has appointed you. Sir, 
a teacher of your Sovereigns ? They know their bu- 
iinefs. Learn to know your own, " — But what is worfl 
of all, if he is capitally accufed, his accufers are per- 

G z haps 
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haps his judge and jurj". 



. * dungeOBi 

without knowing why ; — hit witneiTes are not ftjffered 
to fpeak for him;- — he ii kept (6 long on the rack, 
thit perhaps he is obliged to turn falfe accafer 
againft himfelf. He is tried fecrelly. His foriune, 
and life, lie poffiblyhC the mercy of two or three judgM 
only. Nay, he may fall a facnlice lo the prejudice, 
caprice, envy, hatred, or hurry of one (ingle inM. — 
Being tried by his peers, or by twelve of his fellow- 
citizens ij an invaluable blefiing, of which he has 
notthe lead idea. 

Not fo the happy fiibjefls of Great Btit»;n. Whe- 
ther they have a freehold or not, they all enjoy this 
advantage; and, if the law is put in force, they are 

fartakers of all the branches of religious and civil li~ 
erty, whichareoppofed to the above defcribedbranch- 
« of hardvafTalage. And, (what is moft wonderful) the 
poor enjoy ihefe blellings as well as the rich: the 
plebeian ihares them wiih the nobietnan. Hence it 
is, (hat Ihefubjeftsof Great Britain are \.ht friefl fub~ 
ji3s of ihofe in any civil government in the world. 
And hence it appeals, that when you aCert, there is 
no difference between having no (hare in leglflaiioo, 
and being an ahfoluie ftave, jou difplay an amasng 
anacquaintednefs with the civil governments of Eu- 
rope; — you betray an aftonifliing want of graticude lo 
God and the Sovereign, for the religious and civil 
liberty whicli we enjoyj — and you verify the ohfeiva- 
lion of an ingenious lureigner, who has lately written 
upon The Britifli conftitution. nnd who fays, " The 
blefBngs of libcriy are fo familiar to the Englifh, thai 
they neither relirfi nor know them. They may, in' 
this refpcdl, he compared to the children of princes, 
who, being born and educated in a palace, are 
lb accuftomed to iis elegance and grandeur, and foun- 
acquainied with the fordidnefs of cottages and 
gloominefs of dungeons; that they never heighten 
their happinefs, and excite their gratiiude, by com- 
piling tiie hieffings ihey enjoy, with the hardiliipa 
chat oihers endure." 

Juft 
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Juft as this comparifon may be wiik rcfpefl to 
you. Sir, ii can however hardly fuitthecafe of many 
of [he Colonifts. Some of them, alas! know 100 well 
what tjranny and cruel fervitude are. When poor 
naked, bleeding flaves, ready 10 expire under the 
repealed (Irokes of a cutting whip, arc obliged 10 
keep in their groans, and to ftifie their fighs, for 
fear of railing the cruelty of their tyrants to ati 
Iiigher pich of fiercenefs: — When this is the cafe, 
I fayi of all the men upon earth, it leaft becomes 
the hard mailers— the domeflic fovereigns of thefe 
poor creatures, to complain of the mild government 
tbey are under, and lo fcream tyranny! (lavery ! 
robbery! murder! And why? — Truly, becaufe fomc 
of them are enjoined to pay lajtes, about thirtr times 
lighter than ihofe which millions of iheir fellnw fub- 
jefls, who have no vote, cheerfully pay in England; 
becaufe the parliament will not fufFer ibeni to de- 
flroy with impunity the property of our merchants; 
and becaufe the liing will not have ihecolleflors 
of the public revenues lo be in continual danger of 
being murdered among iheni. O partiality, how hig!» 
is thy glaring throne; and how many are thy warm 
votaries in America, and thy fanguioe advocates in 
England! 

1 Hiall efteem myfelf happy, Sir, if this check to 
lieeniioufnefs recommends jifeif 10 your confci- 
ence as a Protedant; and to your candor as a well- 
willier to ihe caufe of Ciip liberty. Think not that 
the plainnefs, with which 1 have addreffed you, 
rpring! from malice or difrefpeft. Though I have 
bluntly attacked your errors, I fincerely love and ho- 
nour you as an enemy to tyranny, and a [miftaken] 
aflertor of Britifti liberty. Therefore whilft I blame 
your dangerous performance, I gladly do jullice to 
your good meaningj and ! cordially join you, where 
you eitprefs a loya! ardent wilb, that a fpeedy re- 
conciliation may take place between us and our Co- 
lonies, upon an honourable, conllitutional bafis, and 
that 
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that our beloved fovereign may long live to Cvfty 
the fceptre over a free people; provided you do not 
mean by a *' free people ^^ tumultuous mobbing 
people, making liberty to confift in refufing to pay tax- 
es, and in giving to the fcripturalyokeof civil govern- 
ment, the opprobrious name of ** abjedlflavery." 

Should you accufe me, Sir, as you do Mr. Wef- 
ley, of ** inflaming the uiinds of the people here 
againft our American brethren;" you will do me as^ 
much injuftice as you do to m^f friend. Our only 
deiign is to promote a proper obedience to thole 
parts of the gofpel of peace, which enjoins us a due 
fubjeflion to our fuperiors; and lo enforce the ar- 
ticles of religion, which the laft reformers drew up, 
to keep overdoing protedants from the enthufialm 
of wild republicans. Far from being prejudiced 
againit the Colonifts, I feel a deep concern tor their 
fpiritual and temporal welfare. Yea, fuch is my 
partiality to them, and my fear of a greater effu- 
iion of the blood of Britons, and fons of Britons, 
that I even wiih the government would make the 
^afyyoke, of which they caufelefsly complain, eafier 
dill; by granting them fome privileges, denied not 
only to millions of Britons here, but alfo to the 
members of parliament, and to the king's own bro- 
thers, who whilft they are outof England, are all taxed 
without being confulted. I humbly wiih that our 
legiflators would condefcend to confult with the Co- 
lonics, about the taxes which iuit their country 
and circumftances bed. And as Britiih fenators 
know how to pity the prejudices of mankind, efpe- 
daily the prejudices of ions of Britons, with refped 
to the precious bleiling of liberty; 1 wiHi that the 
king and parliament would extend their greateft 
mercy to fubjeds, who have been hurried out of the 
way of loyalty^ chiefly for their inattention to the 
bleiUngs which they enjoy, and by the deluHve hopes, 
with which, it is to be feared, fome of our own 
countrymen have railily flattered and artfully feduced 

them. 
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them. — In a word, I ardently wifli, that [upon the 
return of the Colonifts to their duty] the govern- 
ment would bind them to their mother-country, both 
by the filken cords of pardoning love, and by the 
filver bands of fome prerogatives, which may con- 
vince them, that Great Britain confiders them, not 
only as fubjcfb, but alfo as younger brothers. 

Such kindnefs, together with the fcourge of a ci- 
vil war, which they fofeverely feel already, would 
probably attach them to the parent ftate for ever. 
Should this be the cafe, how great will be the joy 
of thofe, who properly value the bleffings of peace 
and order ! And how full the difappointment of 
the demon of difcord, who envies us the (ingular 
bleflings which we enjoy ! Great Britain and Ame- 
rica will then become the fixed, and unrivalled feats 
of truth, arts, fcience and commerce. They will 
collect the treafures of the Old and New world. They 
will play in each others hands the wealth of the 
univerfe. And joined together, they will be more 
than a match for all their combined enemies. So 
ihall genuine proteftantifm, fober liberty, uninter- 
rupted peace, and growing profperity> confpire to 
crown the richeft Ifland, and the fined continent in 
the world, Happy — for ever happy will they be, 
if their riches and grandeur do not corrupt and in- 
toxicate them ; and if civil and religious frenzy 
never hinder them more, from paying an humble 
regard to our Lord's important precept. Render t9 
Ctfar^ the things tvhieh are Cefar^sy and to God^ the 
things which are God's, That you. Sir, I, and all 
our fellow- labourers in the gofpel, may faithfully 
pra£tife, and zealoufly preach this neglected part of 
the doctrine of Cbrift; — that our warmefl zeal for 
liberty may always be tempered by a due fenfe of 
what we owe to our governors; — and that our warm- 
efl loyalty to the king, may always be attended 
with a proper confcioufnefs of what we owe to God, 
to our fellow-citizens, and to poflerity; are the 

Chriftian 
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Qiridian conftitutional praters » which I ardently 
o^r to the King of kings, and in which I invite 70U 
to join, 

Re*v. Sir^ 
Your Affectionate brother, 

tnd obedient Servant, 

J. F. 



THE END. 
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